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INTRODUCTION. 


The  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  under  whose  patronage 
The  American  Baptist  Magazine  is  published,  feel  a  deep  interest 
in  its  circulation.  It  has  for  many  years  been  the  organ  of  their 
communications  to  the  Christian  public,  and  has  contained  a  faith- 
ful record  of  the  labours,  trials,  and  success  of  their  Missionaries. 
In  these  respects  it  has  been  a  powerful  instrument  in  sustaining 
Foreign  Missionary  operations.  It  has  awakened  in  some  individ- 
uals an  earnest  desire  to  go  among  the  Heathen  ;  it  has  called 
forth  the  generosity  of  others,  and  in  others,  it  has  excited  a  deeper 
and  more  constant  spirit  of  prayer  that  the  kingdoms  of  this  world 
may  speedily  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  God  and  his  Christ. 

But  the  usefulness  of  the  Magazine  has  by  no  means  been  con- 
fined to  its  favourable  influence  on  Foreign  Missions.  While  its 
Biography's,  Essays  and  Reviews,  have  instructed,  consoled  and  edi- 
fied Christians — its  disclosure  of  facts  concerning  the  moral  and  re- 
ligious condition  of  our  own  country  and  the  appeals  which  it  has 
made  to  the  sympathies  of  the  pious  on  this  subject,  have  done 
much  already,  and  will  do  much  more,  in  giving  strength,  and  zeal, 
and  activity  to  Domestic  Missionary  efforts.  Nor  ought  it  to  be 
forgotten  that  this  Periodical  has  invariably  advocated  the  necessity 
of  improving  the  intellectual  character  and  of  enlarging  the  theolo- 
gical information,  of  all  such  young  men  among  us  as  gave  evi- 
dence of  being  called  of  God  to  the  work  of  the  Ministry.  In 
promoting  this  desirable  object,  the  Contributors  to  the  Mag.vzine 


iv 


Introduction. 


have  not  laboured  in  vain.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  the  De- 
nomination in  relation  to  a  pious  and  educated  Ministry  more  cheer- 
ing than  at  the  present  time. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  the  Board  deeply  regret  that  the  readers 
of  the  Magazine  should  have  so  greatly  diminished.  They  are 
aware,  that  the  great  increase  of  weekly  religious  newspapers  has 
had  considerable  influence  in  this  case  ;  yet  they  are  of  opinion, 
that,  without  the  least  detriment  to  these,  the  American  Baptist  Mag- 
azine may,  and  should  be  liberally  sustained. 

Measures  are  in  operation  to  increase  the  size,  and  elevate  the 
character  of  the  work,  and  should  patronage  be  afforded,  sufficient 
to  justify  the  expense,  it  will  occasionally  be  embellished  with 
engravings.  The  Board  indulge  the  hope,  that  within  a  short 
period,  an  able,  intelligent  and  pious  individual  will  be  obtained — 
who  shall  devote  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  his  time  to 
editorial  labours.  Those  who  have  hitherto  enriched  the  pages 
of  this  work  by  their  communications  are  earnestly  requested  to 
continue  them.  And  others  who  have  not,  but  are  conscious  that 
with  a  little  effort,  they  might  produce  sentiments  not  unworthy  of 
perusal,  are  very  respectfully  entreated  to  be  fellow  labourers,  with 
those  who  have  long  toiled  in  this  department  of  service. 

Boston,  Jan.  1832. 
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LAST  ILLNESS  AND  DEATH  OF  THE  LATE  REV.  ROBERT  HALL. 

The  following  account  of  the  last  sickness  of  Rev.  Robert  Hall,  drawn  up 
by  his  physician,  who  it  would  seem,  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  in 
Bristol,  cannot  fail  of  exciting  a  deep  interest  in  the  minds  of  our  reader?. 
We  have  known  Mr.  Hall  chiefly,  as  a  preacher  and  a  writer,  and  have 
.yielded  to  him  the  homage  of  our  admiration  and  respect,  as  one  of  the  most 
talented  men  of  this,  or  of  any  other  age.  But  here  we  see  him  withdrawn 
from  the  public,  in  the  midst  of  his  family  and  on  a  bed  of  sickness,  enduring 
the  most  excruciating  pain  ;  and  our  admiration  is  mingled  with  love  and  sym- 
pathy, while  we  witness  the  warmth  and  delicacy  of  his  social  affections,  his 
deep  and  unfeigned  humility,  and  his  resignation,  and  patience  under  almost 
insupportable  sufferings.  We  would  simply  add  in  this  connexion,  that  Mr. 
H.  probably  exhibited  to  as  high  a  degree  as  any  man  ever  did,  the, rare 
union  of  true  greatness  and  entire  simplicity  of  character. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Having  been  informed  that  you  are  desirous  of  learning  some 
particulars  relative  to  the  closing  days  of  our  deeply-lamented 
friend  and  pastor,  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  as  full  a  relation  of 
circumstances  as  my  memory  will  allow.  In  attempting  this,  I 
regret  that  I  should  have  had  no  opportunity  of  recording  notices 
^f  conversations  and  events  immediately  after  their  occurrence, 
whilst  fresh  in  my  recollection;  for  could  they  be  exhibited  as  at 
the  moment  they  operated  on  the  feelings,  they  would  necessarily 
excite  greater  interest  than  can  reasonably  be  expected  from  an 
account  drawn  up  at  the  present  distance  of  time.  Nevertheless, 
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as  I  am  conscious  of  the  general  accuracy  of  what  has  been  pre- 
served, I  yet  anticipate  that  the  statement  now  made  will  not  be 
tininfluential,  especially  on  those  for  whom  it  isprincipally  designed 
— his  affectionate  friends  in  the  congregations  over  which  he  pre- 
sided. 

For  the  history  of  a  great  and  illustrious  man,  the  minutest  cir- 
cumstances are  worthy  of  preservation.  I  have  often  thought,  that 
a  correct  detail  of  the  physical  history  contributes  very  largely  to 
the  harder  outline,  forming  the- basis  on  which  a  Biography  should 
be  constructed.  The  development,  successive  changes,  general 
temperament,  diseases,  and  decline  of  the  material  tenement,  exert 
such  powerful  sway,  in  checking  or  urging,  limiting  or  enlarging, 
improving  or  deteriorating  the  affections  and  faculties  of  the  mind, 
that  they  become  topics  deserving  no  small  share  of  consideration 
with  one  who  attempts  the  portraiture  of  individual  character  :  nor 
may  even  the  apparently  accidental  changes  of  local  residence  be 
disregarded,  in  their  operation  on  the  intensity  and  exhibition  of 
character  ;  as,  by  varying  the  social  connexions,  they  materially 
contract  or  expand  the  spheres  of  usefulness  through  which  the 
mind  can  extend  its  influence.  But,  however  these  may  be  esti- 
mated, it  will  undoubtedly  be  admitted,  that  the  closing  days  of  a 
long  and  confessedly  illustrious  life  are  worthy  of  the  minutest 
detail. 

These  last  periods,  having  a  tendency  to  educe  whatever  is  vig- 
orous or  feeble,  whatever  is  benign  or  malignant,  and  to  separate 
all  that  is  salubrious  from  what  is  niorbid,  both  in  body  and  in 
mind,  form,  as  it  were,  the  summing  up  of  life,  and  usually,  in  all 
cases  where  the  mental  faculties  are  unimpaired,  cast  a  lustre  or  a 
shade  over  the  whole  preceding  course. 

There  is  something  which  solemnly  arrests  the  thoughts  of  most 
persons  in  the  first  intelligence  of  the  death  of  one  whom  they 
have  long  been  habituated  to  account  great ;  and  the  most  eager 
curiosity  is  excited  to  inquire  how  an  individual  elevated  above  his 
contemporaries,  by  unusual  abilities,  quitted  the  station  which  he 
so  eminently  occupied  in  society.  But,  when  powers  of  mind  nat- 
urally great,  illustrious,  and  perhaps  in  their  peculiar  combination 
unexampled,  have  been  long  subject  to  the  correcting  influence  of 
religion  ;  when  almost  throughout  life  they  have  been  consecrated 
to  the  service  of  Christ,  in  advocating  the  claims  of  his  divine  gos- 
pel ;  and  when  their  possessor  has  been  a  bright  and  shining 
example  of  all  that  is  lovely,  humble,  and  devotional  in  Christian 
disposition  ;  then  the  interest  felt  regarding  the  end  of  such  an 
one  is  intense.  Multitudes,  of  all  ranks,  thirst  to  know  how  so 
great  and  good  a  man  has  left  the  world  ;  how  left  the  church  on 
earth  ;  how  parted  from  his  friends,  his  family,  and  his  beloved 
pursuits  ;  and  what  may  have  been  his  contemplations  and  antici- 
rpated  hopes,  as  respects  eternity.  Such  an  overwlielming  feeling 
j3o  all  the  friends  of  our  distinguished  pastor  experience  ;  and  they 
•ivait  ,with  impatience  for  some  authentic  account. 
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As  so  distinguished  a  character,  as  was  Mr.  Hall's,  will  demand 
for  its  complete  illustratioOy  that  all  particulars  capable  of  being 
collected  from  every  source  should  be  preserved,  I  feel  greatly 
privileged  in  having  been  so  situated  as  to  be  able  to  contribute  a 
no  unimportant  share  of  the  materials  necessary  to  his  biography  ; 
and  as  it  is  my  intention  that  this  account  shall  stand  separate  and 
apart,  I  have  not  confined  myself  to  a  mere  enumeration  of  the 
expressions  used  by  our  friend,  but  have  given  a  general  descrip- 
tion of  what  occurred,  and  have  alludc^d  to  those  diseases  which  so 
greatly  afflicted  hini. 

It  is  generally  known,  that  throughout  life,  or  at  least  from  early- 
youth,  Mr.  Hall  was  subject  to  acute  pain  in  the  back.  When  it 
is  considered  that  this  long-continued  affliction  was  ascertained  to 
have  been  occasioned  by  renal  calculi,  of  a  very  singular  if  not 
unique  conformation,  it  is  surprising  that  his  expression  of  suffer- 
ing should  have  been  so  feeble,  and  his  endurance  of  it  so  patient : 
but  that  under  the  severer  goadings  of  these  actual  thorns  in  the 
flesh,  he  should  rise  superior  to  pain,  and  actually  derive  from  it 
an  additional  excitement  to  his  accustomed  eloquence  in  preach- 
ing, and  deliver  on  such  occasions  some  of  the  richest  and  most 
brilliant  of  his  discourses,  was  as  strikingly  illustrative  of  the  order 
of  his  mind,  as  it  is  signally  demonstrative  of  the  perennial  resour- 
ces of  Christianity. 

It  was  discovered,  in  the  posthumous  research,  that  disease  had 
commenced  in  the  bones  of  the  spine,  about  the  lower  part  of  the 
back  and  loins  ;  and  it  has  been  ascertained,  that,  when  a  child,  he 
manifested  the  symptoms  of  this  disorder.  As  it  was  checked 
before  it  became  too  deep-seated,  it  has  been  suggested,  perhaps 
not  imprnbably,  that  the  pain  and  irritation  occasioned  by  the  form- 
ation of  the  calculi  in  the  kidney,  became  a  oounteiacting  means 
of  a  remedial  tendency,  and  that  to  this  cause  we  may  p>ossibly 
have  been  much  indebted  for  bis  conservation  to  the  world.  Whilst 
on  the  one  hand,  we  have  to  regret  that  the  recumbent  position 
rendered  necessary  by  the  pain,  which  continued  more  or  less 
through  life,  deprived  us  of  what  otherwise  we  might  have  received 
from  his  pen ;  on  the  other  hand,  we  owe  much  to  this  very  afflic- 
tion, by  its  giving  occasion  to  so  beautiful  a  display  of  the  Chris- 
tian graces,  of  patient  resignation  and  general  sympathy  with  the 
sufferings  of  others. 

Our  esteemed  friend  was  subject,  during  the  last  five  or  six 
years  of  his  life,  to  sudden  attacks  of  difficult  breathing.  These 
attacks,  consisting  of  labored  circulation  of  the  blood  through  the 
lungs,  produced  more  of  terrific  agony  than  of  positive  pain — a 
feeling  as  of  impending  dissolution,  and  that  in  one  of  its  severest 
modes.  So  great  was  his  distress,  that  he  has  often  said  to  me, 
during  and  after  an  attack,  that  he  could  more  easily  suffer  seven 
years  unabated  continuance  of  the  pain  in  his  back,  acute  as  it 
was,  than  one  half-hour  of  the  conflict  within  his  chest ;  and  he 
always  expressed  a  confidence,  that  if  the  attacks  were  to  recur 
frequently,  he  should  either  not  be  able  long  to  survive,  or,  (what 
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he  most  dreaded,)  he  should  be  prevented  from  exercising  himself 
in  public,  and  be  laid  aside,  in  a  state  of  great  affliction  to  himself, 
and  of  distress  to  his  family. 

The  diseases  which  occasioned  these  attacks,  were  ultimately 
ascertained  to  have  been  a  softened,  and  consequently  weakened 
state  of  the  muscular  structure  of  the  heart,  and  a  chronic  inflam- 
matory process,  going  on  in  the  interior  membrane  of  the  great 
arterial  trunk,  the  whole  course  of  which  presented  considerable 
disease,  and  which  finally  became  more  actively  inflamed  and 
ulcerated. 

These  affections  commenced,  so  far  as  symptoms  indicated  their 
existence,  about  half  a  year  before  our  friend  removed  to  Bristol. 
The  tendency  to  the  disease  may  have  existed  before  ;  as,  from  the 
recorded  symptoms,  it  is  probable  that  his  venerable  father  suffered 
and  died  from  a  similar  disorder:  but  there  is  reason  for  believing, 
that  the  period  of  anxiety  through  which  he  passed  in  making  up 
his  mind  to  leave  Leicester,  tended  greatly  to  aggravate  into  more 
manifest  and  definite  existence,  what  probably  had  long  before 
been  latently  developing. 

In  1826,  the  year  in  which  Mr.  Hall  came  to  Bristol,  he  went 
to  London,  and  there,  at  the  suggestion  of  friends,  took  the  advice 
of  the  late  Dr.  Armstrong,  with  some  transient  advantage.  His 
attacks  became  more  formidable  in  January,  1828,  when  he  sus- 
tained one  more  than  ordinarily  serious,  just  as  he  was  setting  out 
from  home  to  administer  the  Lord's-supper  to  his  church,  by  which 
he  was  prevented  from  attending.  In  March,  1830,  on  a  similar 
occasion,  he  had  another  and  a  more  alarming  seizure,  in  the  ves- 
try of  the  meeting-house,  which  prevented  him  from  officiating, 
and  obliged  him  to  return  home.  From  this  time,  there  has  been 
observed,  by  myself,  aa  also  by  Other  friends,  a  very  visibly  pro-^ 
gressive  advance  in  disease,  increasing  with  a  rapidity  which 
could  not  but  alarm,  as  it  indicated  a  crisis  at  no  very  distant  time. 
In  the  evening  of  new-year's  day  last,  after  having  given  in  the 
morning  an  unusually  solemn  address  to  his  people,  on  the  unce:r- 
tainty  of  life,  he  had  a  series  of  violent  paroxysms,  at  which  time  I 
first  discovered  an  unequivocal  sign  of  decay,  in  the  shrivelled  state 
of  the  skin  of  his  arm,  as  it  was  exposed  for  the  purpose  of  bleed* 
ing.  After  being  bled,  he  completely  rallied  ;  and^  resuming  his 
place  among  his  friends,  where  he  was  then  visiting,  took  part  in 
the  general  conversation  with  perfect  facility. 

On  the  last  Lord's-day  of  January,  he  manifested  another  un-* 
pleasant  symptom,  (too  slight  to  be  generally  noticed,)  whilst 
reading  the  scriptures  in  the  pulpit;  namely,  a  difficulty  in  pro- 
nouncing two  or  tbree  syllables,  and  the  use  of  one  sound  fof 
another.  A  few  days  after,  in  conversation  with  myself,  he  was 
once  quite  embarrassed  by  being  unable  to  pronounce  a  word,  and 
repeatedly  substituted  another.  These  were  the  only  occasions 
on  which  I  noticed  this  deviation  ;  but  it  was  so  unusual  with  him 
to  be  at  a  loss  for  a  word,  and  I  have  so  frequently  noticed  this 
as  the  precursory  symptom  of  approaching  changes,  that  I  felt 
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no  small  degree  of  apprehension.  Still,  as  was  natural,  wo  fondly 
hoped,  when  we  considered  the  general  vigor  of  his  constitu- 
tional strength,  that  his  life  might  have  been  protracted  much 
farther  than  the  event  has  proved. 

During  this  period,  it  has  been  increasingly  delightful  to  witness, 
amongst  the  most  unequivocal  signs  of  an  augmenting  fatal  disease, 
a  remarkable  advance  in  simplicity  of  mind  and  devotional  ardor — 
qualities,  indeed,  conspicuously  characteristic  before,  but  now  far 
more  beautifully  expressed.  Our  beloved  pastor  manifested,  in  his 
declining  days,  such  a  finish  of  Chistian  courtesy  and  dignified 
deportment,  combining  such  genuine  lowliness  of  heart  with  such 
true  sublimity  of  mind,  as  evidenced  him  to  be  rapidly  ripening 
and  nearly  ready  for  the  ingathering. 

The  last  few  months  of  his  life  were  singularly  marked  by  a 
heavenly  fervor  in  devotional  exercises,  both  in  the  family  and  in 
the  church,  in  which  he  would  bear  upon  his  heart  the  cases  of  all 
those  who  needed  special  intercession,  with  such  minuteness  and 
propriety,  such  affection,  and  such  elegant  delicacy  of  feeling,  as 
tended,  above  all  his  other  great  and  shining  talents,  to  endear  him 
to  our  hearts  when  living,  as  they  will  chiefly  embalm  him  in  our 
memories  now  that  he  is  removed.  This  state  of  mind  was  so 
much  appreciated  in  his  family,  that  almost  the  first  thought  of  his 
afflicted  widow,  after  recovering  from  the  shock  occasioned  by  his 
decease,  was,  that  she  had  lost  his  family  prayers.  And  I  may 
add,  that  those  of  his  friends  who  were  favored  to  unite  with  him 
in  these  exercises,  can  never  forget  his  animated  and  affectionate 
pleadings.  It  may  be  truly  said,  that  latterly,  he  shone  more  glo- 
riously in  the  exercise  of  prayer,  than  in  that  of  preaching,  though 
in  both  he  was  alwEtys  pr#^-p»minent. 

The  last  time  of  Mr.  Hall's  attendance  at  Broadmead  was  at  our 
church-meeting,  on  Wednesday,  February  9th.  His  concluding 
prayer,  on  that  occasion,  was  singularly  spiritual  and  elevated. 
Standing  unconsciously,  as  he  did,  on  the  limits  of  time  and  eter- 
nity, he  diflTused,  whilst  breathing  his  last  public  sacrifices  of  the 
lip,  a  most  gracious  influence  over  all  our  minds.  He  concluded 
with  pathetic  intercessions  in  behalf  of  a  pious  young  friend,  whom 
he  had  that  evening  proposed  for  membership,  finally  beseeching 
that  he  might  never  leave  the  church  militant  until  he  should  join 
the  church  triumphant.  Thus  closed  the  public  labors  of  our  pas- 
tor.   He  retired,  never  more,  on  earth,  to  nieet  his  beloved  flock. 

On  Thursday,  February  10th,  Mr.  Hall  was  attacked  with  a  very 
severe  paroxysm,  by  which  he  was  prevented  from  preaching  the 
usual  sermon,  preparatory  to  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  supper; 
and  with  this  attack  commenced  that  tendency  to  augmentation  of 
disease  which  so  rapidly  hastened  his  dismission.  He  appeared  as 
well  as  usual  on  the  preceding  part  of  the  day,  and  had  not  long 
before  received  the  visit  and  executed  the  request  of  a  friend, 
whom,  on  leaving,  he  attended  in  his  customary  manner  to  the 
door,  and  handed  to  her  carriage.  I  spent  an  hour  or  two  with 
him  subsequently  to  this  seizure  ;  which  I  found,  on  inquiry,  had 
commenced  whilst  he  was  in  his  study,  preparing  for  the  evening 
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service.  He  sustained  it  for  some  time,  expecting  it  might  sub- 
side. On  attempting,  at  length,  to  come  down  to  the  parlor,  the 
symptoms  were  greatly  aggravated  by  the  exertion,  which  necessi- 
tated him  to  remain  half  an  hour  on  the  stairs  before  he  could 
acquire  power  to  proceed.  He  had  endured  the  whole  of  this  par- 
oxysm alone,  in  the  hope  that  he  should  recover  without  alarming 
his  family,  or  disappointing  his  congregation  ;  and  had  not  some  of 
his  family  discovered  him,  in  the  painful  situation  in  which  he  was 
placed,  it  is  probable  that  no  one  would  have  been  aware  of  its 
occurrence. 

Our  beloved  pastor  had,  for  some  time  past,  evinced  a  peculiar 
anxiety  respecting  the  poorer  part  of  his  flock,  and  on  a  recent 
occasion  he  had  publicly  expressed  his  concern  that  they  did  not 
make  themselves  more  familiar,  by  giving  him  more  frequent  invi- 
tations ;  telling  them  that  he  should  feel  even  greater  pleasure  in 
visiting  them  than  others,  who  could  afford  him  more  substantial 
entertainment.  He  referred  to  this  subject  with  me,  and  spoke  at 
some  length,  begging  he  mig-ht  be  informed  of  any  whom  I  knew 
to  be  ill  or  in  trouble,  and  expressed  in  general  his  full  intention 
of  visiting  the  sick  and  afflicted  more  assiduously.  Not  that  there 
was  the  least  occasion  for  all  this  anxiety.  He  was  never  known 
to  withhold  sympathy  from  any  because  of  worldly  inferiority : 
on  the  contrary,  he  was  more  liable  to  the  opposite  extreme,  of 
suffering  himself  to  be  misled  by  the  plaints  of  assumed  distress. 
But  the  concern  manifested  for  the  wants  and  feelings  of  the  poorer 
part  of  his  church,  evidenced  only  a  progression  in  degree,  of  that 
Christian  spirit,  of  that  pure  and  holy  charity,  with  which  his  entire 
character  had  been  so  illustriously  adorned.  Mr.  Hall's  intensity 
of  feeling  for  the  poor  and  distressed,  sppmed  to  me,  to  arise  much 
out  of  a  grateful  sense  of  his  own  comforts  under  suffering  and 
decline.  The  affection  of  his  chest  had  prevented  his  walking  to 
any  considerable  distance,  nearly  all  the  time  he  continued  with 
us,  which  obliged  him  to  ride  wherever  he  went ;  yet,  notwith- 
standing the  almost  constant  pain  in  his  back,  and  his  entire  ina- 
bility of  walking,  he  had  visited  amongst  his  congregation  far  more 
than  under  his  circumstances  could  be  expected  ;  and  before  his 
coming  to  Bristol,  when  able  to  walk,  he  devoted  much  time  in 
visiting,  all  classes  of  his  Leicester  congregation,  and  that  often 
when  suffering  violent  pain.  As  he  lay  before  me,  scarcely  rallied 
from  a  violent  attack  of  unusual  duration,  talking  with  his  usual 
fluency,  and  in  ^  remarkable  strain  of  humility,  I  could  not  but 
view  him  with  surprise,  evidencing,  as  he  did,  the  highest  intellec- 
tual vigor  combined  with  the  manifestation  of  the  most  lowly  dis- 
position. 

I  did  not  see  Mr.  Hall  again  until  summoned,  on  Lord's-day 
morning,  February  13th,  when  I  visited  him  in  conjunction  with 
another  medical  friend.  I  found  he  had  passed  a  dreadful  night, 
suffering  the  acutest  pain  in  the  back  in  unusual  combination  with 
the  most  agonizing  distress  in  the  chest.  The  two  affections  were 
in  their  results  most  torturing;  the  one  requiring  constant  recum- 
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bencv,  which  directly  aggravated  the  other;  whilst  the  erect  pos- 
ture necessary  to  a  mitigation  of  the  agony  of  difficult  respiration, 
was  incompatible  with  his  sufferings  in  the  back.  Having  been 
kept,  for  many  hours,  in  constant  vibration  between  these  opposite 
efforts  at  relief,  and  unrelieved  by  the  usual  and  even  unusual 
doses  of  opium,  he  was  dejected  and  sunk  to  an  alarming  degree. 
Painful  as  it  was  to  see  a  great  and  mighty  spirit  so  prostrated  by 
bodily  infirmity,  it  was  nevertheless  edifying  to  witness  the  divine 
efficacy  of  Christian  principle  in  sustaining  an  undeviating  compo- 
sure of  mind.  There  was  no  murmuring,  no  repining,  no  irrita- 
ble expression;  but  the  most  patient  endurance  of  the  most  aggra- 
vated sufferings.  To  a  friend,  who  visited  him  this  da)?,  he  said, 
**  Oh,  my  dear  sir, I  have  suffered  intense  agony;  but  I  have  received 
unspeakable  mercies — mercies  unspeakable — unspeakable.  I  am 
the  chief  of  sinners,  and  yet  I  have  received  the  most  abundant 
mercies."  For  many  hours,  during  the  day,  he  suffered  dreadful- 
ly, feeling  as  if  he  could  not  long  survive.  He  was,  however, 
relieved,  towards  evening,  from  the  violence  of  distress;  but  being 
unable  to  exert  himself  without  exciting  a  paroxysm,  it  became 
necessary  to  prepare  a  bed  for  him  in  the  parlor,  whence  he  was 
never  more  to  pass,  till  borne  by  his  afflicted  people  to  the  tomb. 

Mr.  Hall  was  much  relieved  on  Monday,  but  remained  exceed- 
ingly weak.  On  Tuesday,  he  had  so  revived  that  our  hopes  were 
sanguine,  expecting  that,  as  on  former  occasions,  his  paroxysms 
would  subside,  and  leave  him  in  a  short  time  again  capable  of 
public  duty.  He  spoke  of  preaching  on  the  next  Lord's-day,  say- 
ing he  thought  he  should  be  able,  but  should  only  attempt  it  once. 
His  friends  did  not  discourage  an  indulgence  in  such  an  anticipa- 
tion, evidently  pleasant  to  himself;  especially  as,  from  his  state  at 
this  time,  there  were  hopes  of  a  sufficient  recovery  in  five  days,  to 
allow  such  an  attempt;  for  it  was  never  found  that  the  exertion  of 
preaching  aflJected  his  chest.  No  attacks  ever  occurred  during  a 
sermon,  or  afterwards,  as  a  result  of  speaking:  they  \yere  more 
frequently  induced  by  the  process  of  thought  exercised  in  prepar- 
ing for  the  pulpit,  or  by  any  circumstances  which  tended  to  excite 
his  anxiety.  Feeling,  however,  myself,  no  security  as  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  favorable  symptoms,  whilst  I  believed  so  formidable  a 
disease  to  be  rapidly  encroaching  on  the  vital  functions,  I  this  day 
invited  Dr.  Prichard  to  join  us  in  consultation.  On  his  arrival, 
Mr.  Hall  rose,  and  met  him  so  much  in  his  usual  manner,  as  at 
first  sight  to  produce  little  impression  of  any  immediate  danger. 

In  the  evening  of  this  day,  he  remarked,  in  conversation,  How 
thankful  1  am  that  I  came  to  Bristol  :  the  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in 
pleasant  places."  On  another  occasion,  he  remarked,  "How 
great  are  the  sufferings  of  the  poor.  I  have  received  and  enjoyed 
many  mercies:  many  are  the  privations  of  the  poor;" — stating, 
that  if  he  should  recover,  he  would  endeavor  to  see  them  oftener ; 
that  he  would  find  them  out ;  that  it  was  proper  they  should  be 
found  out;— adding,  "  Blessed  is  he  who  considereth  the  poor. 
He  spoke  also  of  the  pleasure  he  anticipated  of  meeting  naany  of 
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them  in  the  vestry  of  the  meeting-house,  agreeably  to  a  plan  he 
had  lately  formed.  He  remarked,  what  a  mercy  it  was  to  him,  to 
have  so  many  mercies  and  alleviations;  that  there  were  many — 
and  many  whom  he  knew — (some  of  whom  he  affectionately  men- 
tioned by  name) — who  had  not  the  mercies  he  had. 

On  Wednesday,  he  was  evidently  not  so  well;  and  on  Thursday 
his  attacks  augmented,  both  in  frequency  and  force.  He  this  day 
expressed  his  doubts  whether  he  should  preach  the  next  Lord's- 
day;  and  that  he  did  not  know  whether  he  should  ever  preach 
again,  but  that  he  remained  in  God's  hand;  that  he  was  thankful  it 
was  so,  for  he  would  do  every  thing  he  thought  best; — adding,  "  I 
am  God's  creature,  at  his  disposal ;  and  that  is  a  great  mercy." 

On  Friday,  he  remarked  to  the  friend  who  sat  up  with  him 
through  the  night,  in  reply  to  a  question,  "  I  have  not  one  anxious 
thoug-ht,  either  for  life  or  death.  What  I  dread  most  are  dark 
days.    I  have  not  had  any  yet:  I  hope  I  shall  not  have  them." 

On  Saturday  evening,  we  were  all  summoned  to  witness  a  more 
violent  attack  than  any  preceding;  during  which  his  streaming,  but 
almost  ice-cold  perspirations,  and  respiratory  heavings,  threatened 
the  most  imminent  danger.  From  this  state,  however,  he  was 
gradually  recovered;  but  remained  a  long  time  much  exhausted. 
His  voice  was  very  feeble,  often  inaudible;  but  when  heard  it  was 
generally  to  express  his  thanks  to  one  and  another  of  his  family 
and  friends,  for  their  attentions.    On  one  occasion  he  remarked, 

You  have  been  very  kind  to  me;  your  attentions  have  been  most 
exemplary:  I  can  never  reward  you:  I  hope  you  will  have  your 
reward  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just."  It  having  been  deemed 
unsafe  to  leave  him  this  night  merely  in  the  hands  of  friends,  I 
remained  up  with  him.  About  twelve  o'clock  he  went  to  bed,  and 
soon  passed  into  an  apparently  tranquil  sleep.  En  this  state  he 
remained  very  quietly  till  towards  one,  when  I  perceived  his  chest 
beginning  to  heave.  In  a  short  time  he  awoke,  and  arose  on  his 
elbow,  saying  he  must  get  up,  and  instantly  sprang  out  of  bed  to 
obtain  the  relief  to  which  the  standing  attitude  was  necessary. 
Almost  immediately  after  gaining  his  usual  position,  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  fire,  a  seizure  of  great  severity,  threatening  to  be 
suddenly  fatal,  succeeded.  Becoming  for  a  few  moments  insensi- 
ble, bathed  in  cold  perspirations,  and  pulseless,  he  sank  down 
against  me,  sliding  to  the  floor ;  so  that  I  feared  he  would  not  rise 
again:  but,  having  been  with  difficulty  elevated  on  his  feet,  he 
recovered  his  recollection  and  volition,  and  threw  his  arm  and 
weight  across  my  shoulders,  by  which  I  was  enabled  to  support 
him  through  an  hour  of  intense  suffering.  When  he  was  a  little 
recovered,  I  asked  him  whether  he  felt  much  pain.  He  replied 
that  his  sufferings  were  great:  "  but  what  (he  added)  are  my  suf- 
ferings to  the  sufferings  of  Christ.^  his  sufferings  were  infinitely 
•  greater:  his  sufferings  were  complicated:  God  has  been  very  mer- 
ciful to  me — very  merciful:  I  am  a  poor  creature — an  unworthy 
creature;  but  God  has  been  very  kind — very  merciful."  He  then 
alluded  to  the  character  of  the  sufl^erings  of  crucifixion,  remarking' 
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how  intense  and  insufferable  they  must  have  been,  and  asked  many 
minute  questions  on  what  I  might  suppose  was  the  process  by 
which  crucifixion  brought  about  death.  He  particularly  inquired 
respecting  the  effect  of  pain — the  nervous  irritation — the  thirst — 
the  oppression  of  breathing — the  disturbance  of  the  circulation — 
and  the  hurried  action  of  the  heart,  till  the  conversation  gradually 
brought  him  to  a  consideration  of  his  own  distress;  when  he  again 
reverted  to  the  lightness  of  his  sufferings  when  contrasted  with 
those  of  Christ.  He  spoke  of  our  Lord's  enduring  the  contradic- 
tion of  sinners  against  himself — of  the  ingratitude  and  unkindness 
he  received  from  those  for  whom  he  went  about  doing  good — of  the 
combination  of  the  mental  and  corporeal  agonies  sustained  on  the 
cross — the  length  of  time  during  which  our  Lord"  hung — the 
exhaustion  occasioned,  &:,c.  He  then  remarked  how  differently  he 
had  been  situated;  that  though  he  had  endured  as  much  or  more 
than  fell  to  the  lot  of  most  men,  yet  all  had  been  in  mercy.  I 
here  remarked  to  him,  that  with  most  persons  the  days  of  ease  and 
comfort  were  far  more  numerous  than  those  of  pain  and  sorrow. 
He  replied,  "  But  I  have  been  a  great  sufferer  in  my  time:  it  is, 
however,  generally  true:  the  dispensations  of  God  have  been  mer- 
ciful to  me."  He  then  observed,  that  a  contemplation  of  the  suf- 
ferings of  Christ  was  the  best  antidote  against  impatience  under 
any  troubles  we  might  experience;  and  recommended  me  to  reflect 
much  on  this  subject  when  in  pain  or  distress,  or  in  expectation  of 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  BAPTISM. 

The  following  beautiful  lines,  by  Mrs.  Sigourney,  are  taken  from  the  Chris- 
tian Offering,"  a  religious  annual,  which  we  would  especially  recommend  to 
the  perusal  of  our  young  readers. 

'Twas  near  the  close  of  that  blest  day,  when,  with  melodious  swell, 
To  crowded  mart  and  lonely  shade  had  spoke  the  Sabbath-bell ; 
And  on  a  broad,  unruffled  stream,  with  bordering  verdure  bright, 
The  westering  sunbeam  richly  shed  a  tinge  of  crimson  light, — 

"VVhen,lo  !  a  solemn  train  appeared,  by  their  loved  pastor  led. 
And  sweetly  rose  the  holy  hymn  as  toward  that  stream  they  sped, 
And  he  its  cleaving,  crystal  breast,  with  graceful  movement,  trod. 
His  stedfast  eye  unpraised,  to  seek  communion  with  his  God. 

Then,  bending  o'er  his  staff,  approached  the  willow-fringed  shore, 
A  man  of  many  weary  years,  with  furrowed  temples  hoar ; 
And  faintly  breathed  his  trembhng  lip,  "  Behold!  I  fain  would  be 
Buried  in  baptism  with  my  Lord,  ere  death  shall  summon  me." 

With  brow  benign,  like  Him  whose  hand  did  wavering  Peter  guide, 
The  pastor  bore  his  tottering  frame  through  that  translucent  tide. 
And  plunged  hhn  'neath  the  shrouding  wave,  and  spake  the  triune 
name. 

And  joy  upon  that  withered  face  in  wondering  radiance  eame. 
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And  then  advanced  a  lordly  form  in  manhood's  towering  pride, 
Who  from  the  gilded  snares  of  earth  had  wisely  turned  aside, 
And,  following  in  his  steps  who  bowed  to  Jordan's  startled  wave, 
In  deep  humdity  of  soul,  this  faithful  witness  gave. 

Who  next?  A  lair  and  fragile  form  in  snowy  rohe  doth  move. 
That  tender  beauty  in  her  eye  that  wakes  the  vow  of  love. 
Yea,  come,  thou  gentle  one,  and  clothe  thyself  with  strength  divine  : 
This  stern  world  hath  a  thousand  darts  to  vex  a  breast  like  thine. 

Beneath  its  smile  a  traitor's  kiss  is  oft  in  darkness  bound  : 
Cling  to  that  Comforter  who  holds  a  balm  for  every  wound; 
Propitiate  that  Protector's  care  who  never  will  forsake. 
And  thou  shalt  strike  the  harp  of  praise  even  "  when  thv  heart  strings 
break." 

Then,  with  a  firm,  unshrinking  step,  the  watery  path  she  trod. 
And  gave,  with  woman's  deathless  trust,  her  being  to  her  God  ; 
And  when,  all  drooping  from  the  flood,  she  rose  like  lilly'sstem, 
Methought  that  spotless  brow  might  wear  an  angel's  diadem. 

Yet  more  !  Yet  more  !   How  meek  they  bow  to  tiieir  Redeemer's  rite, 
Then  pass  with  music  on  their  way,  like  joyous  sons  of  light! 
But,  lingering  on  those  shores,  I  staid  till  every  sound  was  hushed ; 
For  hallowed  musings  o'er  my  soul  like  spring  swoln  rivers  rushed. 

"'Tis  better,"  said  the  voice  within,  "to  bear  a  Christian's  cross. 
Than  sell  this  fleeting  life  for  gold,  which  Death  shall  prove  but  dross: 
Far  better,  when  yon  shrivelled  skies  are  like  a  banner  furled. 
To  share  in  Christ's  reproach,  than  gain  the  glory  of  the  world." 


UNION  OF  PRAYERS  AND    ALMS  IN    PROMOTING  THE  CAUSE 
OF  MISSIONS. 

An  Address  delivered  at  the  Baptist  Meeting- House,  in  Cambridge,  ivhen 
Mr.  Cutter  was  set  apart  as  an  assistant  printer  to  the  Burman  Mission. 

You  are  assembled  my  christian  friends,  on  an  interesting  occasion. 
One  of  your  nun)ber  has  just  been  set  apart  to  Missionary  service, 
not  indeed  to  preach,  but  to  print  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  such 
other  books  as  may  promote  the  cause  of  learning,  piety  and  good 
morals.  He  feels  it  his  duty  to  consecrate  his  knowledge  of  the 
art  of  printing  to  the  spiritual  good  of  the  Heathen.  Never  was 
that  art  employed  in  a  better  cause.  In  a  few  days  he  will  leave 
the  scenes  of  h'.s  youth  and  the  beloved  land  of  his  nativity,  probably 
forever.  This  will  be  no  small  sacrifice,  but  having  counted  the 
cost,  he  is  prepared  to  make  it,  hoping  that  he  shall  be  a  useful  co- 
adjutor to  the  servants  of  Christ  who  are  already  in  Burmah.  The 
solemnities  of  this  evening  can  scarcely  have  failed  to  awaken 
your  sympathies — you  wish  our  young  friend  a  safe  and  prosper- 
ous voyage,  and  are  prepared  to  say,  "  the  Lord  go  with  him  and 
bless  him."  Such  feelings  are  proper— they  are  dictated  by  hu- 
manity and  piety.  But  besides  the  personal  interest  which  you  feel 
in  the  departure  of  our  friend,  you  have  important  duties  to  per- 
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form  in  relation  to  the  Mission  itself.  The  co-operation  of  Chris- 
tians who  remain  at  home  is  almost  as  necessary  to  success,  as  the 
labours  of  Missionaries.  Without  it,  Missionaries  could  not  long 
remain  in  the  field  of  labour,  or  if  they  should,  their  means  of  use- 
fulness would  be  exceedingly  limited. 

I  would  particularly  urge  on  you  this  evening,  the  importance 
of  promoting  Missions  by  your  prayers  and  by  pecuniary  aid. — 
These  duties  should  be  united.  It  is  said  of  Cornelius  "  thy  pray- 
ers and  thine  alms  are  come  up  for  a  memorial  before  God."  Here 
we  see  the  delightful  union  of  piety  and  benevolence.  He  not  only 
offered  up  his  supplications  to  God,  but  he  bestowed  alms.  There 
are  persons  who  pray  for  the  conversion  of  the  heathen — but  they 
seem  to  forget  that  their  property  is  needed  in  furthering  this  ob- 
ject. Others  are  liberal.  They  readily  aid  with  their  wealth — but 
they  are  not  imbued  with  that  spirit  of  deep  piety  which  is  desira- 
ble. They  do  not  accompany  their  alms  with  those  devout  breath- 
ings to  God  which  would  be  ominous  of  good.  How  pleasant, 
when  a  spirit  of  piety  and  a  spirit  of  charity  are  seen  operating  to- 
gether as  kindred  graces.  The  former,  emanating  from  devout 
love  to  God — the  latter,  awakened  by  a  tender  commiseration  for 
ignorant  and  suffering  man. 

The  great  importance  of  prayer  for  the  success  of  Missions  must 
be  obvious,  when  it  is  considered  that  without  the  blessing  of  God, 
human  efforts  will  be  of  no  avail.  You  may  send  pious  young  men 
to  Theological  Seminaries — you  may  be  at  great  expense  in  fitting 
them  for  Missionary  service — you  may  provide  them  all  necessary 
comforts  for  their  voyage,  and  support  them  on  the  field  of  labor — 
and  these  things  are  all  proper  and  desirable — yet  nothing  truly  val- 
uable will  be  accomplished  by  them  without  the  blessing  of  God. 
The  Missionaries  you  send  to  the  Heathen  will  labour  in  vain,  "Un- 
til the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  them  from  on  high  then  the  wil- 
derness will  be  a  fruitful  field,  and  the  fruitful  field  be  counted  for 
a  forest.  They  need  the  supply  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  Jesus  to 
make  them  able  ministers  of  the  New  Testament.  The  Apostle 
Paul  was  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  his  own  insufficiency 
and  that  of  his  brethren,  to  do  any  thing  truly  good  of  themselves. 
I  have  planted,  says  he,  and  Apollos  watered,  but  it  is  God  that 
giveth  the  increase.  So  then,  neither  is  he  that  planteth  anything, 
nor  he  that  watereth,  but  God  who  giveth  the  increase.  It  was 
a  deep  conviction  of  this  truth  which  led  the  Apostle  to  make 
the  request — ''Brethren  pray  for  us,  that  tlie  word  of  the  Lord 
may  have  free  course  and  be  glorified  ;  and  for  me,  that  utterance 
may  be  given  me,  that  I  may  open  my  mouth  boldly  to  make  known 
the  mystery  of  the  Gospel."  The  success  of  Missionary  efforts 
depends  entirely  on  the  blessing  of  God — and  that  blessing  can 
only  be  expected  in  answer  to  humble  and  earnest  prayer. 

Our  Saviour  taught  his  disciples  to  pray  for  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel,  when  he  said.  Pray  ye, — "Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be 
done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven."  In  offering-  this  petition  Christ- 
ians pray  that  the  spirit  and  principles  of  Christianity  may  univer- 
sally prevail,  and  that  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  may  be  preached  to 
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all  nations.  For  the  will  of  God  will  never  be  done  on  earth  so 
universally  as  in  heaven,  until  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lcrd  and  of  his  Christ. 

As  a  ground  of  encouragement,  you  have  the  most  satisfactory 
assurances  that  your  prayers  for  the  success  of  Missions  will  be 
heard.    You  are  told  in  sacred  Scripture,  that  the  earth  shall  be 

full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea  ;  

that  many  shall  run  to  and  fro,  and  knowledge  shall  increase;  and 
that  the  Lord  will  give  to  his  Son  the  Heathen  for  his  inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possession.  When  you 
therefore  pray  that  the  labours  of  Missionaries  may  be  followed 
with  divine  success,  you  can  have  no  doubt  whether  your  prayer 
is  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  God.  It  is  his  will  that  his  Min- 
isters should  20  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature,  and  that  the  nations  which  are  sitting  in  darkness  and  the 
shadow  of  death,  should  behold  a  great  light.  You  may  therefore 
pray  in  faith,  i.  e.  in  the  confident  persuasion  that  God  will  hear 
you  ;  because  in  hearing  you  he  will  only  fuliil  the  promise  he  has 
made — and  satisfy  the  hopes  which  his  gracious  declarations  have 
excited  in  your  bosoms. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  Lord  has  heard  prayer  in  rela- 
tion to  our  Missions  in  Burmah.  In  addition- to  former  intelligence 
from  that  benighted  empire  of  the  success  of  the  Gospel,  we  have 
within  a  few  days  received  the  gladdening  news  that  there  arc 
about  60  Karens  who  have  enibraced  Christianity,  and  that  other 
converts  are  walking  in  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Gospel.  The 
demand  for  the  Scriptures  and  religious  Tracts  is  greater  than  at  any 
former  period.  During  the  past  year,  about  eighty  thousand  Tracts 
have  been  distributed.  Mr.  Judson  says  he  could  distribute  a  thou- 
sand Tracts  a  week,  could  he  obtain  them.  Such  is  the  general 
anxiety  of  the  people  to  read  concerning  this  new  religion,  that  the 
press  in  operation  there,  cannot  furnish  any  thing  like  the  supply 
of  Tracts  that  is  wanted.  This  leads  me  to  remark  that  with  ;your 
prayers  for  the  conversion  of  the  Heathen,  you  should  join  your 
alms. 

If  you  admit  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Christians  to  send  Missiona- 
ries abroad,  and  to  pray  for  their  success,  you  must  admit  that  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  heathen,  it  is  the  duty  of  Christians  to 
support  their  Missionaries,  and  to  provide  them  means  to  print  and 
circulate  the  Bible  and  religious  Tracts,  as  well  as  to  enable  them 
to  establish  schools  fbr  educating  the  children  of  the  Heathen. 

If  Missionaries  travel,  and  preach,  and  visit  the  people,  andgive 
themselves  to  the  ministry  of  the  word,  and  devote  a  portion  of  their 
time  to  the  translation  of  the  Scriptures,  or  the  preparation  of  reli- 
gious Tracts  and  the  superintendence  of  schools — and  these  things 
they  must  do  if  they  would  b<?  useful — they  cannot  provide  for  their 
personal  wants,  or  for  the  wants  of  their  families.  Nor  can  it  be 
expected  that  the  Heathen  will  bring  forth  their  treasures  for  the 
support  of  religious  teachers,  of  whose  designs  in  the  first  instance 
they  are  suspicious,  and  of  whose  religion  they  are  ignorant,  not 
having  one  just  sentiment  of  its  utility  or  excellence.    If  then,  any 
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thing  important  be  done  for  the  heathen,  Christian  charity  as  well 
as  Christian  piety  must  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Missionaries  of  the 
Cross.  Not  only  your  prayers  but  your  alms  must  be  offered,  if 
you  would  ensure  success  to  Mist^ionary  efforts. 

The  man  who  possesses  the  ability,  and  yet  will  give  nothing  but 
his  prayers  for  the  heathen,  may  as  well  withhold  them,  for  there  is 
reason  to  believe  they  will  not  be  heard. 

When  the  Wagoner,  whose  vehicle  had  sunk  in  the  mire,  put 
his  hands  together  and  cried  to  Hercules  for  help — Hercules  said, 
thou  fool  !  put  thy  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  then  call  on  me  and 
I  will  help  thee.  Such,  Christians,  should  be  your  conduct.  You 
ought  to  feel  that  you  are  entirely  dependent  on  God  for  his  bless- 
ing. You  ought  earnestly  to  call  for  help.  But  while  your  eyes 
are  directed  upwards  for  help,  your  shoulders  should  at  the  same 
moment  be  put  to  the  wheels  of  evangelical  operations  ;  then, 
and  not  till  then,  you  may  confidently  expect  that  the  Almighty 
will  put  forth  his  arm  and  effectually  aid  3'ou. 

Alms  should  accompany  prayer  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Mis- 
sions, because  as  means,  they  are  as  important  and  necessary  as 
prayer.  Prayer  itself  is  not  necessary  to  the  success  of  Missions, 
only  as  it  is  a  means  of  divine  appointment  which  God  is  pleased 
to  honor.  So  our  charities  are  not  necessary  only  as  means.  But 
as  means  they  arc  necessary.  This  is  not  the  age  of  miracles — 
but  an  age  in  which  God  employs  ordinary  means  in  propagating 
the  Gospel.  By  these,  he  is  pleased  to  test  the  fiiith — the  pa- 
tience— the  perseverance — the  liberality,  and  the  self-denial  of  his 
people.  He  requires  the  aid  of  his  professed  friends,  that  they  may 
show  whether  they  esteem  the  Gospel  so  highly  as  to  make  any 
sacrifices  for  its  promotion.  Hence,  alms  are  as  necessary  for  the 
promotion  of  Missions,  as  prayer.  This  sentiment  adoiits  of  a  ve- 
ry clear  and  satisfactory  illustration.  We  have  been  informed  by 
the  Missionaries  in  Burmah,  that  they  desire  to  publish,  as  soon  as 
possible,  thirty  thousand  Tracts.  You  may  pray  that  this  may 
be  done,  and  you  may  pray  that  the  Scriptures  may  be  diffused 
throughout  the  empire — but  I  ask,  will  either  of  these  objects  be 
attained  by  prayer  alone  ?  Will  the  paper  and  ink  start  into  exist- 
ence and  convey  themselves  to  Tavoy,  or  Maulmein,  or  Rangoon, 
in  answer  to  prayer  1  Or  will  the  printing  presses  move  without 
human  agency  No  !  you  know  that  these  things  are  not  to  be 
procured  by  prayers,  but  by  money.  You  should  procure  pa- 
per, and  presses,  and  printers,  and  publish  the  Scriptures  and 
Tracts,  and  distribute  them,  and  then  humbly  and  confidently  plead 
with  God  that  he  would  condescend  to  accept  your  poor  pecuniary 
offerings,  and  mercifully  bless  to  the  heathen,  the  holy  and  glorious 
truths  which  you  have  thus  set  before  thenj. 

So  in  relation  to  Missionaries.  You  must  not  be  satisfied  that 
you  have  done  all  that  is  required  of  you,  when  you  pray  that  the 
Lord  would  support  and  bless  his  Missionary  servants.  You 
should  cheerfully  contribute  towards  their  support,  and  then  pray 
that  the  Missionaries  thus  supported  may  preach,  not  in  word  only, 
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but  in  demonstration  of  the  spirit  and  with  power  from  on  high. — 
When  prayers  and  alms  are  thus  united,  the  blessing  of  God  may 
be  confidently  expected.  He  will,  beyond  all  question,  hear  the 
prayers  accompanied  by  alms-giving,  and  he  will  acce})t  of  the  alms 
that  are  thus  sanctified  by  prayer. 

A  word  or  two  more  and  I  shall  have  done.  It  is  a  solemn  consid- 
eration that  God  is  an  attentive  observer  of  our  conduct.  Others 
might  not  have  been  acquainted  with  the  piety  and  liberality  of  Cor- 
nelius. Butthe  Lord  had  seen  his  alms  and  heard  his  prayers, and 
they  had  gone  up  for  a  memorial  before  God.  He  knows  who 
among  us  pray  and  give  alms,  and  who  attends  to  only  one  of  these 
duties.  He  sees  the  man,  if  there  be  such  an  one,  who  seems  to 
pray,  and  with  apparent  earnestness  for  the  conversion  of  the  hea- 
then, but  who  gives  nothing  for  this  object.  He  also  sees  the  man, 
if  there  be  such  an  one,  who  gives,  but  unhappily  for  himself  he 
has  no  heart  to  pray.  He  sees  also,  the  poor  man  or  the  poor  wo- 
man who  has  nothing  but  prayer  to  give,  and  he  accepts  the  suppli- 
cation. And  it  is  an  affecting  thought.  He  sees  those  who  have  no 
heart  either  to  pray  or  to  give  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  They 
are  without  piety  towards  God,  or  true  benevolence  to  man.  They 
live  entirely  for  themselves.  They  neither  enter  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  themselves,  nor  are  they  willing  that  others  should  enter  in. 

Aim,  my  brethren,  at  being  habitually  devout,  and  habitually  be- 
nevolent. Labour  every  day,  and  to  the  end  of  your  lives,  to  main- 
tain a  spirit  of  humble  piety  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  of  active,  un- 
tiring benevolence  towards  your  fellow-men. 

Especially,  be  concerned  that  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed 
God  be  proclaimed  among  the  nations — and  while  you  constantly 
and  fervently  pray  that  the  heathen  may  be  converted  cheerfully 
and  liberally  contribute  of  your  substance  for  promoting  this  great 
object  of  your  prayers. 


CHRISTIAN  ZEAL. 

Another  year  has  gone.  As  it  took  its  flight,  every  reflecting 
mind  listened  to  its  farewell  admonition:  "-Whatsoever  thy  hand 
findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might,  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device, 
nor  knowledge  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goest."  Never  did  a 
departing  year  »peak  more  solemnly.  The  devastations  of  the 
pestilence  that  wasteth  at  noon  day,"  that  hath  cut  ofi' thousands 
around  us  in  the  morning  and  the  evening  of  life,  and  hath  clothed 
multitudes  of  the  living  in  sackcloth,  conspired  to  give  its  voice  a 
melancholy  and  heart-thrilling  tone.  And  whilst  we  shed  our 
tears  over  the  tombs  of  beloved  friends,  shall  we  not,  as  christians, 
receive  with  docility  the  lessons  which  our  Heavenly  Father  would 
impress  upon  us  by  his  chastising  dispensations.^  Shall  we  not 
hearken  to  the  monition,  so  powerfully  urged  and  reiterated,  "  Be 
ye  also  ready — what  thou  doest  do  quickly  ?"  If  we  commune  with 
our  own  hearts,  and  are  faithful  in  self-investigation  shall  we  not 
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find  that  this  exhortation  is  for  us  appropriate  and  timely?  It  is 
true,  we  have  not  swerved  from  the,  standard  of  that  "faith  which 
was  once  delivered  to  the  saints;"  we  still  hold  fast  the  system  of 
doctrines  that  was  dear  to  our  fathers.  But  though  sound  in  prin- 
ciple, have  we  not  heen  defective  in  feeling?  Though  orthodox 
in  profession,  have  we  not  been  inert  in  action?  Though  the 
understanding  he  enlightened,  has  not  the  heart  lacked  warmth? 
Has  not  the  vigor  of  our  first  love  decreased,  and  have  not  our 
religious  af?ections  become  languid?  If  so,  surely  it  is  needful 
that  we  take  heed  to  our  ways,  lest  the  charge  brought  against  the 
church  of  Laodicea,  stand  forth  against  us,  with  all  its  appalling 
features — "  I  know  thy  works  that  thou  art  lukewarm,  and  neither 
cold  or  hot." 

But  even  though  we  may  not  have  sunk  down  into  an  apathy  so 
chilling  and  disgraceful  as  that  of  the  ancient  Laodiceans,  no  doubt 
we  may  well  lament  that  we  have  evinced  no  more  of  that  holy 
zeal  which  they  were  uraed  to  cultivate.  And  now,  amid  the 
numerous  incentives  around  us,  adapted  well  to  stir  our  spirits  up  to 
thought  and  action,  to  higher  and  firmer  purposes  of  devotion  than 
wc  yet  have  cherished,  let  us  hear  the  still  small  voice  of  the  Spirit, 
addressing  us  in  the  language  of  kind  and  earnest  exhortation, 
^' Be  zealous."  The  history  of  the  world,  of  our  country  and  of 
the  church  during  the  year  that  is  past,  our  present  circumstances 
and  the  prospects  before  us,  call  upon  us  loudly  to  '^gird  up  the 
loins  of  our  mind,"  to  be  "  clad  with  zeal  as  with  a  cloak,"  and  in 
our  own  sphere,  to  promote  with  "  all  dilligence''*  the  interests  of 
Zion  and  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer. 

While  we  thus  speak  of  the  importance  of  christian  zeal,  we 
would  yet  be  careful,  clearly  to  ascertain  its  nature,  to  distinguish 
it  from  that  which  is  spurious,  lest  perchance  we  mistake  mere 
tinsel  for  substantial  gold.  Every  grace  has  its  counterfeit  ;  and 
there  is  no  art  of  our  arch  adversary  so  characteristic  of  his  mighty 
genius,  as  that  by  which  he  adapts  himself  to  the  peculiar  tem- 
pers and  circumstances  of  true  christians,  who  when  they  see 
themselves  in  an  error,  and  would  fain  fiy  from  it,  are  by  this  wily 
tempter  urged  to  the  opposite  extreme,  so  that  the  last  error 
becomes  worse  than  the  first.  It  matters  not  to  him  whether  the 
extremes  be  despondency  or  presumption,  false  hope,  or  absolute 
despair — the  sorrow  of  the  world  which  worketh  death,  or  the  joy  of 
the  world  which  perisheth — the  chilling  apathy  of  the  formalist,  or 
the  fitful  fiery  zeal  of  the  fanatic — only  so  that  he  succeed  in  ban- 
ishing from  the  heart  those  lovely  graces  which  constitute  the 
beauty  of  the  christian  character,  which  shed  around  it  a  hallowed 
lustre,  shining  more  and  more  brightly  unto  perfection,  he  disre- 
gards the  mere  mode  of  the  operation,  and  smiles  over  his  accom- 
plished work  with  infernal  triumph. 

Thus  having  desired  Peter  that  he  might  "  sift  him  as  wheat," 
he  devised  modes  of  attack  suited  to  Peter's  constitution  and  con- 
dition. That  disciple  being  of  an  ardent  temperament,  prone  to 
speak  and  act  rashly,  it  was  easy  for  Satan  to  stir  up  his  spirit  of 
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self-confidence,  so  that  from  the  impulse  of  unhallowed  zeal  he 
might  commit  some  act  ill  becoming  his  high  character.  When 
therefore  he  saw  his  Master  surrounded  by  the  officers  of  the  San- 
hedrim, forgetting  all  the  dictates  of  prudence,  he  drew  his  sword, 
and  wounded  a  high  priest's  servant.  As  soon  as  that  false  zeal 
was  checked,  and  he  was  reminded  how  unworthy  was  such  defence 
of  the  nature  and  dignity  of  Messiah's  kingdom,  Satan  immedi- 
ately urges  him  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and  induces  the  most 
astonishing  insensibility.  Having  erred  in  acting,  he  seems  to  have 
resolved  not  to  act  at  all.  Then  he  saw  Him  whom  he  loved,  whom 
he  had  pledged  himself  not  to  forsake,  falsely  accused,  reviled  and 
buffeted,  without  uttering  a  word  in  his  behalf;  shrunk  timidly  from 
the  charge  of  being  a  disciple,  met  it  with  equivocation,  then  with 
open  falsehood,  and  consummated  all  by  the  prompt  denial  of  his 
Master  with  an  oath.  Ah!  little  had  he  thought  that  such  dire  con- 
sequences were  connected  "with  the  exercise  of  one  wrong  princi- 
ple, a  vain  self-confidence;  that  the  zeal  to  which  it  gave  rise  was 
earthly  and  unholy,  and  that  when  it  had  had  its  perfect  work,  and 
issued  in  deeds  of  rashness  and  imprudence,  that  the  reaction  must 
be  so  powerful,  so  terrible.  No  wonder  that  "when  he  thought 
thereon  he  wept,"  even  bitterly.  Well  might  he  learn  from  sad 
experience,  the  importance  of  that  trait  of  character  which  distin- 
guished his  after  life;  a  zeal  intense  and  untiring,  but  humble, 
enlightened,  prudent,  uniform. 

It  is  necessary  then  iri  obeying  the  precept  "  be  zealous,"  that 
we  discern  clearly  the  nature  of  the  grace  we  would  cultivate. 
There  is  an  unenlightened  zeal,  "  not  according  to  knowledge," 
earthly  in  its  origin  and  disastrous  in  its  tendency.  Let  us  con- 
sider for  a  moment  the  aspect  of  one  under  the  influence  of  such  a 
principle. 

First,  he  is  exceedingly  impatient  of  the  least  contradiction  from 
friend  or  foe.  He  is  bold  and  earnest,  quick  in  his  feelings,  stren- 
uous in  his  efforts; — and  thus  far  all  would  be  well,  if  he  exhibited 
a  proper  symmetry  of  character.  But  alas!  he  sets  at  nought  the 
injunction,  to  treat  "  with  meekness  those  that  opposelhemselves." 
Impetuous  in  his  movements,  he  will  not  condescend  to  listen  to 
the  voice  of  friendly  admonition,  nor  stop  to  discuss  the  merit  of 
his  opinions.  The  counsels  of  the  aged  and  the  experienced  he 
repels  with  a  spirit  akin  to  that  of  the  ancient  Pharisees,  when 
to  the  convincing  argument  of  the  man  who  had  received  his  sight 
they  answered,  "  Thou  wert  altogether  born  in  sin,  and  dost  thou 
teach  ys  ?  " 

Secondly,  he  is  careless  of  consequences.  It  is  indeed  right  to 
go  forward  fearless  of  evil,  where  we  have  the  light  of  positive 
command;  but  it  is  wrong  to  permit  zeal  to  degenerate  into  a  rash- 
pess  which  forbids  calm  consideration,  or  the  selection  of  means 
adapted  to  the  end.  Such  a  spirit  is  an  "  unruly  evil,  a  world 
of  iniquity,  which  setteth  on  fire  the  course  of  nature,  and  is  set  on 
fire  of  hell."  If  cherished,  it  would  sweep  away  from  Zion  all 
that  is  fair  and  lovely,  and  make  the  whole  sphere  of  its  influence 
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a  scene  of  wide-spread  desolation.  Numerous  are  the  instances  in 
which  the  man  of  upright  intentions,  for  the  want  of  that  prudence 
which  is  wisdom  put  in  practice,  has  wrought  out  evil,  at  the  antici- 
pation of  which  he  would  have  shuddered,  and  the  retrospect  of 
which  has  caused  bitter  but  unavailing  regret.  Paul  did  not  so. 
He  was  not  a  whit  behind  the  very  chiefest  apostles,"  he  "la- 
bored more  abundantly  than  they  all,"  yet  with  his  lofty  boldness 
and  ardent  zeal,  he  combined  a  meekness  and  kindness  of  spirit, 
which  led  him  to  yield  to  the  prejudices  of  both  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
and  as  far  us  comported  with  christian  integrity,  to  become  "  all 
things  to  all  men,  that  by  all  means  he  might  save  some."  So 
too  our  Saviour  himself,  was  characterized  as  much  by  a  dignified 
and  heavenly  calmness,  as  by  intense  zeal  for  the  glory  of  his 
Father;  and  although  it  was  said  of  him  in  prophetic  language, 
the  zeal  of  thy  house  hath  consumed  me,"  it  was  also  said,  "thy 
servant  shall  deal  prudently."  We  see  this  illustrated  by  the  very 
design  of  the  parables,  which  was,  to  adapt  the  garb  of  truth  to 
the  prejudices  of  men,  and  to  attract  their  attention  to  it  in  spite 
of  their  perverseness.  His  character  was  not  deformed  by  .  any 
unseemly  prominence  of  a  single  feature,  but  exhibits  as  a  whole 
the  most  fair  proportions;  and  in  whatever  light  it  may  be  viewed, 
it  shines  before  us,  in  the  most  charming  "  form  and  comeliness." 

The  grand  object  of  true  christian  zeal  is  the  glory  of  God;  and 
as  false  zeal  admits  of  but  little  deliberation,  even  if  it  mistake 
not  the  proper  object  of  pursuit,  it  generally  seeks  to  promote  it 
by  unappropriate  and  unhallowed  mtans.  No  doubt,  the  disciples 
of  our  Saviour  supposed  that  the  zeal  they  felt  and  the  means  they 
chose  for  the  vindication  of  his  honor,  to  be  well  worthy  of  them- 
selves, when,  indignant  at  his  ill  reception  among  the  Samaritans, 
they  earnestly  inquired,  "Lord  wilt  thou,  that  we  command  fire  to 
come  down  from  heaven  and  consume  them,  even  as  Elias  did?" 
And  when  they  would  fain  have  consecrated  the  indulgence  of 
wrong  feeling  by  the  sanction  of  a  holy  example,  how  keenly  must 
they  have  felt  the  rebuke  of  their  Master,  "  Ye  know  not  what 
manner  of  spirit  xje  are  of.'" 

As  false  zeal  is  unfriendly  to  an  accurate  discrimination  of 
christian  character,  it  ever  disposes  the  mind  to  hold  fellowship 
with  all  who  assume  the  name  of  christian,  if  there  only  be  an 
exhibition  of  sufficient  fervor,  and  a  tone  of  feeling  relatively  high. 
And  when  associated  with  superstition,  as  it  easily  may  be,  even 
in  its  grossest  forms,  it  is  astonishing  to  what  excesses  it  will  tend. 
The  Papist  of  former  ages,  as  he  entered  the  ranks  of  the  crusa- 
ders, wielding  "  carnal  weapons"  in  the  cause  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  breathing  threatenings  and  slaughter  against  all  the  ene- 
mies of  the  cross,  gloried  in  his  christian  zeal,  and  thought  to  cut 
his  path  to  heaven  by  its  energy  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remembrance 
that  when  that  mighty  host  of  combatants  for  the  Holy  Land  had 
urged  their  way  to  Jerusalem,  with  hands  reeking  with  bFood,  they 
pressed  over  multitudes  of  the  slain,  to  kneel  in  solemn  worship 
before  the  sepulchre  of  Jesus! 


Christian  Zeal. 


Oh  !  how  pleased  is  Satan,  that  his  followers  should  bear  the 
name  of  christian,  if  they  will  but  retain  his  spirit.  How  willing 
is  he,  that  they  should  wage  war  with  infidelity  itself,  if  he  can 
but  direct  the  whirlwind  of  human  passion,  and  preside  as  the 
master  spirit  of  the  storm!  Let  us  beware  of  him.  The  pen  of 
inspiration  has  delineated  his  character,  and  his  intents,  and  we 
are  not  ignorant  of  his  devices." 

But  true  zeal  is  a  most  lovely  virtue.  Tt  burns  brightly  in 
heaven,  and  will  live  in  every  bosom  there  forever.  It  may  be 
known, 

1.  By  its  uniformity. 

If  our  devotion  be  kindled  in  heaven,  it  will  not  be  a  flickering 
flame,  but  nurtured  by  celestial  influences,  it  will  burn  steadily  and 
brightly,  although  surrounded  by    an   uncongenial  attnosphere. 

The  path  of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfect  day." 

Even  in  the  affairs  of  this  life,  a  fiery  fitful  zeal  is  dangerous, 
and  attracts  deserved  reproach  from  the  wise  and  prudent.  The 
man  of  business,  who  has  no  well-defined  views,  or  controlling 
principles  of  action,  who  one  day  pursues  warmly  some  new  enter- 
prize,  and  on  the  next  deserts  it  for  another,  who,  weak  in  judg- 
ment, yet  ardent  in  feeling,  is  continually  vacillating  from  one 
extreme  to  its  opposite,  accomplishes  but  little  good  for  him- 
self, and  exerts  on  others  a  pernicious  influence.  But  he,  who 
cherishes  a  "  zeal  according  to  knowledge,"  which  deliberately 
selects  the  proper  object  of  pursuit,  and  the  means  of  attaining  it, 
which,  seduced  by  no  wiles,  and  appalled  by  no  difficulties,  perse- 
veringly  holds  on  the  "even  tenor  of  its  way,"  commands  at  once 
the  conlldence  of  friends,  the  respect  of  enemies,  and  is  in  due 
time  crowned  with  the  laurel  of  success.  When  such  a  zeal  is 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  philanthropy  and  religion,  it  is  worthy  of 
our  highest  admiration.  What  an  illustrious  exemplification  of  it, 
has  Howard  given  to  the  world.  He  left  his  home  and  country,  a 
voluntary  exile,  exposed  himself  to  untried  climes,  and  to  the  noisome 
pestilence,  with  a  cheerful  heart  endured  weariness  and  fasting,  and 
cold  and  heat,  made  the  dark  recesses  of  prisons  his  places  of 
resort,  that  he  might  relieve  the  captive,  and  cheer  the  forlorn;  and 
all  this  he  pursued  with  a  zeal  kept  uniform  in  intensity,  by  the 
"  nature  of  the  human  mind,  forbidding  it  to  be  more,  and  the 
character  of  the  man  forbidding  it  to  be  less," 

2.    Another  characteristic  of  true  zeal,  is  its  connexion  with 
the  milder  graces  of  the  christian. 

Il  is  always  accompanied  with  meekness,  and  gentleness  and 
contrition  of  spirit.  "  Be  zealous  and  repent,"  is  the  admonition 
of  the  spirit  to  the  churches.  The  zeal,  whose  delight  is  strife, 
whose  chosen  dwelling  place  is  the  field  of  controversy,  is  not  the 
zeal  commended  here.  That  with  eagle  eye,  marks  the  faults  of 
others,  the  faults  of  all  opinions  and  all  systems,  and  glories  in  its 
power  of  defending  right  and  truth,  but  prompts  not  to  self 
investigation  or  humility.     This,  springing  from  godly  sorrow, 
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tends  to  purify  the  character;  exalts  the  soul  to  communion 
with  God,  and  keeps  the  heart  open  to  the  reception  of  heav- 
enly influences.  Thus,  says  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  "  behold  this 
self  same  thing,  that  ye  sorrowed  after  a  godhj  sort,  what  careful- 
ness it  wrought  in  you,  yea,  what  clearing  of  yourselves,  yea,  what 
indignation,  yea,  what  fear,  yea  what  vehement  desire,  yea, what  zeal, 
yea,  what  revenge!"  These  expressions,  denote  with  intensity  this 
same  virtue,  zeal  according  to  knowledge,  which  seeks  first  the 
glory  of  God,  and  refines  and  elevates  the  mind  that  keeps  it  in 
holy  exercise. 


BRIEF  MEMOIR  OF  DEACON  JONATHAN  CARLETON. 

Dea.  Jonathan  Carleton  was  born  May  20th,  1772,  at  Me- 
thuen,  in  this  State,  His  parents  were  highly  respectable,  both 
reputedly  pious.  The  mother  still  survives  to  be  an  able  and 
useful  member  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Methuen.  His  early  years 
possessed  the  ordinary  advantages  of  the  New  England  schools  of 
that  period.  The  date  of  his  conversion  to  God,  he  never  attempt- 
ed precisely  to  determine.  It  probably  occurred  when  he  was 
about  ten  years  old,  during  the  period  of  a  great  revival  in  his 
native  place,  among  the  people  then  called  new  lights.  From  that 
time  his  company  was  changed.  He  loved  to  be  in  revivals  and 
among  religious  people,  and  the  sports  of  boyhood  were  chastened 
by  an  accurate  conscience. 

About  the  age  of  18  or  19  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  study  for 
the  ministry  and  accordingly  went  to  a  neighboring  Academy  one 
year.  As  he  hud  not  professed  religion,  and  was  even  doubtful 
of  bis  own  experience  of  its  power,  his  christian  friends  could 
not  encourage  his  decision.  This,  together  with  his  own 
diffidence  of  himself,  and  a  deep  sense  of  the  great  duties  of  the 
office,  bore  so  heavily  upon  him,  that  he  reluctantly  returned  to 
secular  life.  He  soon  after  commenced  a  store  in  Haverhill, 
which  he  conducted  with  great  success  and  honor  for  12  or  l3 
years. 

About  the  year  1809  he  removed  to  Boston  and  transferred  to 
this  city  his  mercantile  operations.  Here  he  continued  10  or  12 
years,  a  serious  and  constant  attendant  on  the  ministry  of  Dr. 
Baldwin;  but  though  active  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  soci- 
ety, he  never  dared  to  make  a  profession  of  religion.  Bold  and 
rash  men,  or  even  those  of  an  easy  turn,  and  always  prone  to  hope 
the  best,  would  have  rested  content  on  half  his  evidence.  But  he 
viewed  sin  so  extensively,  and  watched  himself  so  narrowly,  that 
he  could  not  but  hesitate.  At  this  time  he  lost  a  promising  son 
of  11  years,  by  drowning,  which  he  deeply  felt,  and  which  impel- 
led him  to  acknowledge  the  Lord  openly.  A  few  weeks  after  this 
bereavement,  viz.  in  July  1819,  he  was  baptized  by  Dr.  Baldwin, 
and  became  a  member  of  the  2nd  Baptist  church  in  this  city.  In 
a  few  years  he  was  chosen  by  the  church  to  the  office  of  Deacon^ 
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which,  after  several  moritiis  of  consideration,  he  timidly  accepted. 
He  always  cherished  a  deep  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  this 
office,  and  earnestly  endeavored  to  discharge  its  duties  with  dili- 
gence and  fidelity. 

When  in  the  year  1825,  Dr.  Baldwin  proposed  a  new 
church,  Deacon  C.  was  one  of  the  first  to  second  the  endeavor, 
and  when  the  "  Federal  street  Baptist  church,"  was  constituted, 
Nov.  2,  1827,  he  was  one  of  those  who  fornned  it,  was  chosen 
Deacon  soon  after,  and  continued  till  his  death  to  enjoy  great  com- 
fort in  this  relation.  The  chuich  was  dear  to  him  as  his  own  fam- 
ily. Its  wonderful  growth  and  prosperity,  was  a  constant  source 
of  unspeakable  pleasure,  and  the  means  of  grace  he  here  enjoyed, 
were  evidently  blessed  to  his  increase  of  piety  more  rapidly  than  at 
any  former  period  of  his  life. 

He  was  ill  only  9  days.  On  Friday,  December  16th,  he  was 
seized  with  a  species  of  apoplexy,  with  which  he  had  before  been 
threatened.  For  about  a  week  he  was  not  often  rational.  Then 
evidently  in  answer  to  fervent  prayer,  and  contrary  to  the  nature 
of  the  disease,  his  intellect  was  restored,  and  grew  brighter  till 
the  moment  of  his  death.  At  first  his  expressions  in  lucid  inter- 
vals, showed  the  same  diffidence  of  his  being  a  christian,  which 
had  characterized  him  through  life.  But  in  the  course  of  Friday 
afternoon  he  grew  more  confident,  and  toward  midnight,  his  assur- 
ance became  complete.  From  that  time,  till  he  could  speak  no 
more,  his  expressions  indicated  not  only  peace,  but  triumph.  In 
this  respect  he  was  like  Moses,  who  after  walking  in  the  desert, 
ascended  Nebo  to  die,  and  there  first  saw  the  Canaan  to  which 
he  had  so  long  journeyed;  or  like  the  sun,  which  seems  larger  at  the 
setting. 

On  Friday  afternoon  he  became  convinced  that  he  should  not 
recover.  But  no  terror  accompanied  this  awful  certainty.  As  Mrs. 
C.  was  sitting  alone  with  him  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  he  said 
"  /  have  always  wanted  to  do  something  myspff  for  God,  bid  I  have 
done  only  a  nery  little.'^  But  he  added,  "  is  a  great  comfort  to 
me  that  God  has  given  me  a  son  to  preach  the  gosjyel."  Then  lift- 
ing up  his  hands,  he  repeated,  ^^it  is  a  great  comfort,''''  great  com- 
fort,'''' '•^  great  comfort."  Mrs.  C.  then  said,  it  gives  you  pleasure 
also  that. Mary  has  become  pious."  "  Oh  yes,  great  comfort,"  he 
replied  "  But  the  gospel  that  is  it!  the  gospel  that  is  it!"  Thus  show- 
ing how  his  heart  was  set  upon  the  glory  of  God  and  salvation  of 
men.  Shortly  after,  speaking  of  his  own  unworthiness  which  con- 
tinued to  be  a  prominent  feeling,  he  added,  with  much  exhileration 
and  energy,  "  But  I  (rust  I  have  an  inheritance  in  the  heavens.'^ 

In  the  course  of  the  evening,  Mrs.  C.  began  to  sing  the  244th 
hymn  of  the  suj)plement,  "  Come  thou  fount  of  every  blessing,'' 
the  first  four  lines  of  which  he  also  sung,  with  much  feeling  and 
fervency.  When  it  was  finished,  he  remarked  in  a  very  joyful 
manner  "//lis  is  pleasant.''''  Mrs.  C.  then  said,  Oh  how  happy  it 
will  be  when  we  unite  in  singing  with  the  holy  angels.'  He  replied 
earnestly,    ''happy — happy — happy  indeed.^^     Several  times  on 
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Saturday  afternoon,  he  sang  portions  of  hymns  with  much  fervor. 
One  of  these,  which  he  sang  more  than  once,  showed  how  to  the 
last  his  heart  loved  Zion,  and  longed  for  its  enlargement.    It  was 

"  Come,  thou  soul  transforming  spirit, 
Bless  the  sower  and  the  seed."  &c. 

On  the  night  preceding  his  death,  (Saturday)  he  evidently 
became  very  weak.  Occasionally,  however,  he  broke  out  with 
much  strength,  in  such  expressions  as  '*  Rejoice,  rejoice,  put  xjour 
trust  in  Christ."  fVhen  shall  I  get  thcreV^  ''I  shall  drop  this  clod'' 
— confidence  in  Christy  A  friend  by  his  bedside,  said,  if  you  feel 
happy  in  trusting  your  whole  soul  to  Christ,  press  my  hand.  He 
immediately  did  so,  vehemently.  Afterwards  he  said,  "/do  love  to 
be  icith  the  Lord."    "/  long  to  he  with  the  Lord.'^'' 

When  he  could  no  longer  utter  sentences,  he  continued  to  artic- 
ulate "  hapjjij,"  '■'■ha'pprj"  ''happTj!''^  In  the  very  last  moment  Mrs. 
C.  said  to  him,  squeze  my  hand  once  more,  which  he  did  with  much 
feehng.  She  said,  you  have  got  almost  through,  dear;  I  will  go 
as  far  as  the  gate  of  heaven  with  you,  there  the  Lord  will  take 
you.  You  will  have  your  wish;  I  shall  come  very  soon,  and  when 
I  get  to  the  gate,  you  will  be  the  first  to  meet  me.  He  then  press- 
ed her  hand  more  forcibly,  and  smiled  with  heavenly  serenity. 
Soon  after  his  spirit  resigned  its  tenement  of  clay,  and  rose  to  re- 
ceive the  mansion  prepared  for  him  from  the  foundation  of  the  world. 

^'  Serenely  smiles  the  victor's  brow, 
"  Fann'd  by  some  angel's  blessed  wing, 
"  O  grave  !  where  is  thy  victory  now  ? 
"  Triumphant  death  !  where  is  thy  sting 

ISo  convulsions  attended  the  last  moments,  no  agonizing  grief 
sounded  through  the  house.  All  was  peace.  God  was  there,  not 
to  terrify  as  when  he  rends  the  smner  out  of  life  :  or  tears  from 
sinners  their  chief  delight ;  but  to  bless  and  to  take  home  his  ser- 
vant, leaving  sweet  assurances  to  each  of  the  family,  that  he 
would  return  in  his  own  time,  and  so  take  them  also,  that  thus,  all 
might  be  forever  with  the  Lord. 

He  thus  fell  asleep  in  the  sweet  and  certain  hope  of  a  resurrec- 
tion unto  eternal  life,  on  Sunday  morning,  December  2oth,  1831, 
aged  59  years,  7  months. 

As  a  christian,  Deacon  C.  possessed  several  peculiar  excellencies, 
"  He  was  remarkable  for  godly  simplicity"  Increasing  wealth 
never  beguiled  him  of  this  characteristic,  He  was  always  hum- 
ble, always  accessible.  Transparent  in  his  feelings  and  plans, 
none  ever  feared  his  ill  will,  or  secret  opposition.' 

His  punctuality  at  the  meetings  of  the  church  was  exemplary. 
Nothing  but  imperious  providences,  hindered  his  being  always  seen 
in  his  place  ;  none  seemed  to  enjoy  meetings  in  the  lecture  room 
more  than  he,  and  few  contributed  more  to  their  interest  and  profit- 
ableness. Though  he  was  never  fluent,  his  prayers  and  exhorta- 
tions were  always  appropriate,  affectionate,  and  judicious. 

He  loas  a  devoted  reader  of  the  scriptures.  A  character  too  rare  in 
this  age  of  miscellanies.  Whenever  he  was  not  expressly  engaged 
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either  in  the  counting  house,  or  at  home,  he  resorted  to  liis  Bible, 
and  for  years  made  it  his  chief  reading-  and  study.  This  it  was 
which  kept  him  steady  to  the  truth  amid  abounding  errors,  and 
gave  him  much  of  that  primitive  simplicity  of  manners,  which  has 
been  already  noticed. 

Deacon  C.  was  distinguished  for  benevolence  to  the  poor.  He 
not  only  devoted  several  hundred  dollars  a  year  to  this  object,  but 
purchased  articles  of  necessity  at  wholesale,  and  distributed  them 
with  minute  attention  to  the  wants  of  applicants.  He  visited 
extensively  among  the  poor,  sought  out  the  necessitous,  and,  not 
content  with  allowing  the  city  missionary  to  refer  cases  of  want 
to  him,  he  administered  his  relief  as  far  as  his  time  would  allow, 
with  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  case. 

He  was  remarkable  for  great  uniformity  of  character.  When- 
ever seen  he  was  the  same,  "  known  and  read  of  all  men."  He 
was  always  grave  ;  no  vain  jests,  or  foolish  laughter  ever  escaped 
him.  His  spirits  were  never  flighty;  putting  him  upon  foolish  plans, 
or  making  him  ardent  about  trifles;  nor  ever  gloomy,  depressing 
his  exertions  without  cause.  He  was  therefore  always  "ready 
to  good  works,"  and  though  seldom  a  leader,  was  never  last. 

This  evenness  of  temper,  united  to  the  traits  just  mentioned, 
and  a  particular  aversion  to  strife,  made  him  the  habitual  peace- 
maker. Though  no  particular  difliculty  or  disagreement  had  ever 
arisen  in  the  church  or  society,  occurrences  were  not  wanting 
to  give  exercise  to  this  amiable,  this  blessed  characteristic,  and 
many  are  they  in  this  city  and  elsewhere  who  will  long  remember 
him  as  the  healer  of  breaches. 

In  business,  Mr.  C.  was  active  and  shilfd.  He  was  not  a 
speculator,  and  preferred  regular  industry  to  bold  experiments. 
x4.ll  his  business  operations  (at  times  very  extensive)  always  passed 
under  his  own  eye,  and  he  never  trusted  to  others,  what  he  could 
do  himself  Having  commenced  with  very  limited  means,  and 
risen  by  his  own  efforts,  he  ever  manifested  a  great  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  young  men  who  were  commencing  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. Few  men,  probably,  in  this  city,  have  done  more  to 
assist  young  men  by  advice,  and  capital,  and  suretiship,  than  Mr. 
Carleton. 

His  long  and  steady  career,  his  unsullied  reputation,  and  the 
perfect  confidence  of  the  community,  enabled  him  to  do  more  for 
young  men  than  .many  others  who  might  feel  equally  benevolent. 
He  was,  however,  so  select  in  his  choice  of  those  he  patronized, 
and  so  careful  to  ascertain  their  industry,  economy  and  persever- 
ance, that  his  losses,  in  this  respect,  were  very  trifling,  while  the 
satisfaction  it  gave  him  towards  the  close  of  life  was  very  great. 

His  domestic  virtues  ivere  numerous.  It  is  common  to  say  of 
deceased  citizens,  that  they  were  kind  fathers  and  parents;  seldom 
can  it  be  so  truly  said.  He  respected  his  domestics  and  sought  their 
good.  At  family  worship,  and  other  occasions,  he  would  rehearse 
to  them  important  thoughts  he  had  heard  in  the  house  of  God. 
They  both  loved  and  respected  him,  and  are  among  the  sincerest 
mourners,  now  that  he  is  removed  from  the  head  of  their  peaceful 
family. 
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As  a  Deacon  lie  was  much  prized  by  both  the  churches  which 
he  served  in  this  capacity.  The  same  virtues  shone  here,  which 
adorned  his  private  life.  Never  forward  to  plan,  or  to  act  for  the 
church,  he  was  generally  ready  to  share  his  part  in  requisite 
endeavors.  From  the  weekly  inquiry  meeting  he  allowed  nothing 
to  detain  him,  but  sickness  or  absence  from  the  city.  It  was  a 
meeting  in  which  he  took  a  most  particular  interest.  To  his 
Pastor*  his  conduct  was  ever  the  most  respectful  and  affectionate. 
There  never  occurred  a  moment's  disagreement,  and  the  last  words 
lie  spoke  to  him,  when  he  could  scarcely  utter  three  words  in  con- 
nexion, were  "  mij  dear  minister,"  dear  minister.'" 

May  the  example  of  this  good  man  long  prove  efficacious,  and 
his  labors  blest. 

*The  Rev.  Howard  Malcom. 
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EDUCATION  SOCIETIES. 

The  Baptist  Education  Society  of  the  Young  Men  of  Boston,  held 
their  annual  meeting  in  the  lecture  room  of  the  1st  church,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  14th  of  November.  The  meeting  was  one  of  deep  interest. 
The  Secretary's  report,  which  has  been  published,  was  able  and  well 
written.  From  the  Treasurer's  report  it  appears  that  the  receipts  during 
the  past  year  have  been  8730,00,  and  that  the  expenditures  for  the  same 
period  have  been  $605,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $1*25. 

Besides  sustaining  three  temporary  scholarships,  amounting  to  $225, 
the  society,  during  the  last  year,  hicreased  their  })ermanent  scholarship 
from  $1000  to  $1250.  During  the  present  year  they  Iiave  resolved  to 
double  the  number  of  their  temporary  scholarships,  making  in  all  six 
temporary  scholarships,  and  one  pern^anent  scholarship  at  $75  each. 

Among  the  nuinerous  benevolent  societies  and  associations  for  which 
the  present  age  is  so  highly  distinguished,  we  know  of  no  one  which 
exhibits  more  lovely  features  than  the  Young  3Ten's  Education  Society; 
whether  we  regard  the  object  to  be  accomplished  by  this  association,  or 
the  beneficial  tendency  of  such  charities  upon  the  young  men  who 
bestow  them.  The  influence  of  such  eftbrts  upon  a  young  man's  char- 
acter, is  most  redeeming.  They  increase  the  power  of  conscience,  and 
have  a  tendency  to  develope  the  whole  moral  man,  cherishing  every 
thing  in  the  affections  of  the  heart  which  is  lovely  and  of  good  report. 
The  object  to  be  accomplished  also  is  most  noble.  It  is  not  surpassed 
for  grandeur  in  its  design,  and  permanency  in  its  good  effects,  in  the 
whole  compass  of  benevolent  effort. 

To  feed  and  clothe  the  suffering  poor  is  charity  of  a  high  order;  but 
it  does  not  compare  with  that  class  of  benevolent  effort  of  which  we  are 
speaking.  The  poor  man,  though  comfortable  for  the  moment,  after  a 
few  nights  have  passed  over  him,  is  as  wretched  as  before  he  was  thus 
relieved.  But  give  to  an  indigent  and  pious  young  man  of  promising  tal- 
ents, the  means  of  an  education,  and  you  create  in  him  sources  of  en- 
joyment, and  of  usefulness  to  others,  which  are  as  lasting  as  hfe.  In 
this  way  good  is  done  by  preventing  evil,  and  human  happiness  is  mul- 
tiplied by  cuttinor  off  the  sources  of  human  wretchedness. 

The  Baptist  Education  Society  of  the  young  men  in  Boston  was 
formed  in  1814,  and  is  the  oldest,  it  is  believed,  of  any  similar  society  in 
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the  country.  It  has  accomphshed  much  towards  securing  to  our  city 
and  to  our  churches  generally  an  evangehcal  and  enhghtened  ministry. 
Nor  have  its  elforts  heen  unavaiUng  as  an  example  to  others.  It  gives 
us  great  pleasure  to  learn  that  similar  societies  are  being  formed  in  most 
of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  in  New-England.  And  we  devoutly 
hope  that  every  young  man  in  our  country  may  emulate  the  virtue  of 
those  who  have  preceded  him  in  this  noble  charity. 

Within  the  last  year,  there  has  been  formed  a  Baptist  Young  Men's 
Education  Society  in  the  city  of  New  York.  From  this  society  we 
expect  much  ;  its  resources  are  great,  and  its  opportunities  for  doing 
good  are  immense. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th  ult.  a  Baptist  Young  Men's  Education 
Society  was  formed  in  Providence,  R.  I.  The  prospects  of  this  society 
are  very  flattering.  Its  members  are  well  informed,  efficient  men,  from 
sixteen  to  thirty  seven  years  of  age.  The  subscription  for  membership 
from  those  present  at  the  formation  of  the  society  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  dollars. 

The  local  relation  of  this  auxiliary  to  the  University,  in  which  there 
are  a  large  number  of  the  beneficiaries  of  the  parent  society,  will  prove,  it 
is  believed,  very  advantageous  to  its  prosperity.  Under  such  circum- 
stances the  society  will  have  constantly  before  them,  numerous,  and  as 
■we  trust  happy  examples  of  the  beneficial  efiects  of  their  labors. 

The  Baptist  Education  Society,  of  JVew  Yor^,  which,  besides  the  appro- 
priate duties  of  an  education  society,  supplies  the  place  of  a  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Hamilton  Theological  Institution,  was  formed  as  appears 
from  a  circular  recently  published  by  the  executive  committee  in 
1817.  It  began  its  operations  in  1818.  In  1820  the  society  commenced 
the  Institution  at  Hamilton,  to  which  its  chief  attention  has  since  been 
directed,  and  which  under  God  it  has  brought  to  its  present  flourishing 
condition. 

The  whole  expenses  of  raising  up  the  Institution  to  its  present  condi- 
tion are  stated  to  be  as  follows: 

Whole  expenses  for  students,  36158,63 
Building  for  the  Institution,  6806,13 
Boarding  house,  1000,00 
Farm,  2450,00 
Library,  furniture  for  room,  work  shop  and  other  expenses,  4000,00 

50414,76 

Permanent  fund,  22800,00 

The  whole  number  of  young  men  aided  by  the  society  since  its  form- 
ation is  two  hundred  and  fifty-one.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four  of 
this  number  have  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  ministry  and  about 
ninety  are  now  members  of  the  Institution,  under  the  instruction  of  four 
professors  and  one  tutor. 

The  appeal  whith  the  committee  make  to  the  Baptists  in  New  York^ 
in  behalf  of  the  Institution,  which  is  now  in  special  need  of  pecu- 
niary assistance,  cannot,  we  think,  be  fruitless.  The  help  which  our  lib- 
eral minded  brethren  have  in  that  state  hitherto  so  promptly  afforded, 
when  the  wants  of  the  Institution  demanded,  we  regard  as  a  certain 
pledge  for  all  future  necessities. 


QUARTERLY  MEETING  OF  THE  BOARD. 

At  the  late  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board,  21  young  men  were 
received  upon  the  funds  of  the  society,  increasing  the  number  of  bene- 
ficiaries under  the  patronage  of  the  parent  society  and  its  branches  to 
124.    On  the  first  of  January,  1831,  the  whole  number  did  not  exceed 
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60.  The  parent  society  had  52.  It  has  now  100,  from  whicli  it  ai)pear» 
that  the  whole  number  of  beneficiaries  has  more  than  doubled  in  one 
year.  And  we  sec  no  reason  why  we  may  not  expect  that  this  number 
will  be  doubled  in  the  year  next  ensuing,  provided  the  society  shall  be 
able  to  give  the  necessary  encouragement.  Whether  these  young  men, 
who,  from  quarter  to  quarter  are  coming  to  us,  in  increasing  numbers, 
shall  be  encouraged  in  the  pursuit  of  an  education,  which  at  the  present 
period  seems  so  absolutely  essential  to  extensive  usefulness,  is  a  ques- 
tion which  we  put  to  the  iriends  and  patrons  of  the  society,  to  be  an- 
swered by  them  as  their  consciences  may  dictate.  We  invite,  at  the 
sametinje,  on  the  part  of  every  one,  a  candid  and  thorough  investigation 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  and  the  i)rincijdes  by  which  they  are 
governed.  For  certainly  we  are  doing  a  great  work,  which  must  be 
productive  of  lasting  benefits  to  the  church  or  of  incalculable  evils. 

The  Board  were  saddened  at  their  late  meetingby  the  intelligence  of 
the  recent  and  sudden  death  of  one  of  their  beneficiaries.  Mr.  Chauncey 
Hawley,  a  member  of  the  Freshman  Class  in  Brown  University,  died 
but  a  few  weeks  since  at  his  father's  residence  in  Connecticut,  of  an 
epidemic  which  swept  away  several  members  of  the  same  family. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  a  young  man  of  exemplary  piety  and  of  great  prom- 
ise. He  is  said  to  have  died  a  peaceful  and  happy  death.  Thus  true  it 
is,  that  no  age  nor  condition  is  exempted  from  the  desolations  of  this 
last  enemy  of  man.  The  youth  in  his  studies,  the  missionary  when 
about  to  enter  upon  the  field  of  his  labor,  and  the  devoted  pastor  in  the 
full  tide  of  his  usefulness,  are  each  successively  taken. 


An  account  of  Moneys  received  from  Sept.  13,  to  Dec.  13 
LIFE  DIRECTOR. 
Rev.  William  Hague,  in  additon  to  fifty  previously  paid, 

LIFE  MEMBERS. 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Hutchinson,  by  the  Baptist  Society   in  Woburn, 
Mr.  Caleb  Hobart,  by  himself, 
Isaac  S.  Davis,  Esq.,  by  himself, 
Levi  Pierce,  Esq.  by  himself. 
Dr.  Thomas  Huntington,  in  part  by  himself. 
Rev.  Abisha  Sampson,  in  addition  to  20  previously  paid, 

ANNUAL  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Ezra  Going, 
Mr.  Aaron  Brigham, 

ALSO, 

From  a  lady  paying  two  cents  per  week  annually, 

African  Mite  Society,  Boston, 

Fir^t  Baptist  church  and  society, 

Charles  Street  do. 

First  church  in  Cambridge, 

Dividend  on  Bank  Stock, 

Young  Men's  Education  Society  of  Boston  Baldwin  Scholarship, 
Franklin  Association, 
Subscription  in  West  Boylston, 
Evangelical  society  of  Westfield  Association, 

Young  Men's  Education  Society  of  Boston,  for  Winchell  Scholarship, 
Vermont  Branch  of  the  N.  B.  E.  S.  fifty  dollars  of  which  was  contribu- 
ted to  constitute  Rev.  Hadley  Proctor  a  life  member, 
A.  Penniman's  interest. 
Deacon  Ward  Jackson, 
Middlesex  Missionary  Society, 
Capen's  interest, 
Salem  Association, 
Scholarship  of  do.  No.  1, 
-  "    No.  2, 
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Subscriptions  and  donations  to  the  General  Convention  of  the  Bap- 
tist Denomination  in  the  United  States,  for  Foreign  Missions,  &c.  should 
be  transmitted  to  Heman  Lincoln,  Esq.  Treasurer,  at  the  Baptist  Mis- 
sionary Rooms,  No.  17,  Joy's  Building  Washington  street,  Boston.  The 
Conniiunications  for  the  Corresponding  Secretary  should  bo  directed 
to  the  same[)lace. 


MR.  JUDSON'S  JOURNAL. 
No.  5. 

I  am  surprised  to  see,  that  my 
last  date  is  three  months  ago.  The 
truth  is,  I  have  been  so  absorbed 
in  translating,  that  I  have  been 
hardly  sensible  of  the  lapse  of  time. 
1  am  just  finishing  the  books  of 
Isaiah  and  Genesis,  having  kept 
them  along  together,  the  one  by 
way  of  refreshment  after  the  toil 
of  the  other.  I  have  done  but 
little  missionary  work,  except  dis- 
tributing tracts  and  superintending 
the  native  assistants.  But  as  Gen- 
esis, Fsahiis,  Solomon's  Song, 
Isaiah  and  Darnel,  some  of  the 
most  important  books  of  the  old 
Testament,  are  now  just  done,  I 
propose  to  change  my  course  of 
labor. 

Moung  En  is  settled  with  me, 
having  brought  his  wife,  MeeNen- 
yay  from.  Maulmein.  His  depart- 
ment is  to  receive  company  at  the 
house — His  wife  assists  her  hus- 
band, and  also  teaches  a  small 
school  of  four  children  at  present, 
two  of  them  belonging  to  Moung 
San-loon,  formerly  of  Maulmein, 
but  now  settled  in  Rangoon. 
Moung  San-loon  the2d.  (or  Tsan- 
loon,  as  I  will  write  his  name 
iq  future,  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
other)  is  becoming  a  valuable  as- 
sistant. It  is  his  business  to  go 
about  the  place,  distribute  tracts 
and  converse  wherever  he  can  get 
an  opportunity ;  and  he  sometimes 


makes  short  excursions  to  the 
neighboring  villages.  He  fre- 
quently meets  with  very  rough 
treatment,  which,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  he  bears  well. 

It  has  been  my  habit  for  several 
months  past,  to  })erambulate  the 
streets  every  morning,  about  sun- 
rise, distributing  tracts  to  those 
who  ask.    At  first,  I  gave  away 
fifteen  or  twenty  a   day.  The 
average  has  now  risen  to  seventy. 
We  think,  from  inquiry  and  obser- 
vation, that  very  few  are  destroy- 
ed.    They  are  in  almost  every 
house,  and  are  read   in  private. 
— The   truth    is  unquestionably 
spreading.     Were  it  not  for  the 
fear  of  government,  I  think  the 
spread  in  this  place  would  be  rapid. 
There  are  a  good  many  hopeful  in- 
quirers, but  when  they  arrive  at  a 
certain  point,  their  visits  become 
few  and  far  between.  They  see  the 
Rubicon  before  them  and  dare  not 
pass.    The  number  of  such  per- 
sons is  continually  increasing.  This 
cannot  last  always.    God  will,  I 
trust,  make  a  bridge  to  facilitate 
their  passage. 

I  hear  that  Br.  Wade  has  raised 
up  a  church  offourteen  Karens,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Maulmein, 
and  that  Br.  Kincaid  and  Br.  Jones 
have  large  and  attentive  assemblies 
from  the  army.  Pour  out,  O  Lord, 
thy  Holy  Spirit  upon  all  our  feeble 
efforts,  that  we  may  be  more  suc- 
cessful, and  upon  thy  baptized  peo- 
ple at  home,  that  they  may  begin 
at  last  to  wake  up  to  the  subject  of 
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missions,  even  though  they  have 
been  sleeping  these  eighteen  years 
— not  to  say  centuries* 

Ju7ie  (Uh.  I  hear  that  three 
more  natives  and  three  Europeans 
have  joined  the  churches  at  Maul- 
mein.  But  at  the  same  time,  I  am 
distressed  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Wade 
is  rapidly  sinking,  and  that  nothing 
can  save  her  life  hut  a  long  voyage. 
To  this  measure,  her  attending 
physician,  Dr.  Brown,  has  long 
urged  her.  But  her  extreme  reluc- 
tance *  to  leave  all  she  loves  below 
the  skies  and  go  off'  seemed  to  be 
an  insuperable  objection.  At 
length,  the  brethren  met  and  for- 
mally advised  her  to  go  home  im- 
mediately, and  Brother  Wade  to 
acconi[)any  her,  partly  on  account 
of  his  own  health  which  is  daily 
getting  worse.  A  copy  of  their 
resolutions  they  sent  to  me,  and  I 
have  sent  back  my  entire  approba- 
tion. I  should  not  wonder,  if  they 
were  now  on  their  way  to  Bengal. 
I  hope  that  they  aref 

I  have  also  written  to  the  breth- 
ren to  know  what  I  shall  do  with 
myself  in  the  mean  time.  I  know 
not  whether  they  can  keep  the 
press  moving  without  me. 

However  it  is  a  comfort,  that 
those  last  arrived  are  on  the  ground, 
and  I  cannot  but  sanguinely  hope, 
that  dear  brother  and  sister  Wade 
will,  in  due  time,  return  with  reno- 
vated health  and  a  fresh  reinforce- 
ment. 

A.  JUDSON. 
Rev.  Dr.  Bolles. 

*The  man  of  sin  sleeps  not,  nor  his  fa- 
ther. Witness  one  bishop  and  two  priests 
lately  arrived  from  Rome,  by  way  of  the 
Red  Sea,  in  addition  to  four  others  in  the 
country.  Two  of  them  are  just  proceed- 
ing to  Ava.  I  hear  also,  that  they  are 
building  a  church  at  Maulmein. 

fThe  Corresponding  Secretary  has  re- 
ceived advices  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wade 
had  sailed  from  Maulmein  for  Calcutta, 
but  has  not  heard  of  their  arrival  there. 

MR.  JUDSOk's  I.ETTER  TO  REV.  MR. 
GROW. 

The  following  letter  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Judson,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grow,  of 
Thompson,  Conn,  will  bo  read  with  the 


deepest  interest.  It  has  already  appear- 
ed in  several  papers,  but  the  demand  for 
it  has  been  increased  rath(;r  than  satisfied, 
which  shews,  as  the  writer  suggests, 
lha.t  information  is  what  Christians  need. 
Let  them  understand  facts  in  the  case, 
and  they  cannot  refrain  from  action, — 
Their  criminality  lays  in  not  providing 
themselves  with  the  means  of  informa- 
tion. Every  month,  the  Magazine  is 
furnishing  official  details  from  all  the  sta- 
tions under  the  patronage  of  the  Bap- 
tists, and  on  terms  so  favorable,  that  few 
families  can  reasonably  be  without  it.  If 
one  cannot  afford  to  take  it,  let  two  or 
more  unite,  but  let  them  no  longer  remain 
destitute  of  the  intelligence  it  contains. 

Rangoon,  March  4,  1831. 
Rev.  and  Dear  Brother, — 

Your  letter  of  the  19th  July  last 
is  before  me,  and  your  fifty  dollars 
is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jones,  at 
Maulmein,  who  writes  me  that  he 
is  ready  to  pay  it  to  my  order.  — 
The  sentiments  expressed  in  your 
letter  are  cheering  and  encoura- 
ging to  my  heart.  I  wish  that  all 
Baj)tist  ministers  felt  so,  and  would 
all  make  such  presents,  though  I 
should  prefer  their  being  made  di- 
rectly to  the  Board.  My  gratitude 
however,  in  both  cases  is  sincere. 

I  can  spare  time  to  write  a  few 
lines  only,having  a  constant  press  of 
Missionary  work  on  hand  ;  add  to 
which,  that  the  weather  is  dreadful- 
ly oppressive  at  this  season.  Poor 
Boardman  has  just  died  under  it, 
and  Mrs.  Wade  is  nearly  dead. — 
Brother  Wade  and  myself  are  now 
the  only  men  in  the  mission  that 
can  speak  and  write  the  language, 
and  we  have  a  population  of  above 
ten  millions  of  ]>erishing  souls  be- 
fore us.  I  atTi  persuaded  that  the 
only  reason  why  all  the  dear  friends 
of  Jesus  in  America,  do  not  come 
forward  in  the  support  of  missions, 
is  mere  want  of  information,  (such 
information  as  they  would  obtain 
by  taking  any  of  the  periodical  pub- 
Hcations.)  If  they  could  only  see 
and  know  half  what  1  do,  they 
would  give  all  their  property,  and 
their  persons  too. 

The  great  annual  festival  is  just 
past,  during  which,  multitudes 
come  from  the  remotest  parts  of 
the  country  to  worship  at  the  great 
Shway  Dagong  Pagoda,  in  this 
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place,  where  it  is  believed  that  sev- 
eral real  hairs  of  Guadama  are  en- 
shrined. During  the  festival,  I  have 
given  away  neariy  10,000  tracts, 
giving  to  none  but  those  who  ask. 
1  presume  there  have  been  six  thou- 
sand applications  at  the  house. — 
Some  come  two  or  three  riionths 
journey,  from  the  borders  of  Siani 
and  China, — "  Sir,  we  hear  that 
there  is  an  eternal  hell.  We  are 
afraid  of  it.  Do  give  us  a  writing 
that  will  tell  us  how  to  escape  it." 
Others  come  from  the  frontiers  of 
Cassay,  a  hundred  miles  north  of 
Ava, — "  Sir,  we  have  seen  a  wri- 
ting that  tells  about  an  eternal  God. 
Are  you  the  man  that  gives  away 
such  writings  ?  If  so,  pray  give 
us  one,  for  we  want  to  know  the 
truth  before  we  die."  Others  come 
from  the  interior  of  the  country, 
where  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
a  little  known, — "  Are  you  Jesus 
Christ's  man  ?  Give  us  a  \vriting 
that  tells  about  Jesus  Christ."  Br. 
Bennett  works  day  and  night  at 
press  ;  but  he  is  unable  to  supply 
us  ;  for  the  call  is  great  at  Maul- 
mein  and  Tavoy,  as  well  as  here, 
and  his  types  are  very  poor,  and 
he  has  no  efficient  help.  The  fact 
is,  that  we  are  very  weak,  and  have 
to  complain  that  hitherto  we  have 
not  been  well  supported  from  home. 
It  is  most  distressing  to  find,  when 
we  are  almost  worn  out,  and  are 
sinking,  one  after  another  into  the 
grave,  that  many  of  our  brethren 
in  Christ  at  home,  are  just  as  hard 
and  immoveable  as  rocks  ;  just  as 
cold  and  repulsive  as  the  moun- 
tains of  ice  in  the  polar  seas.  But 
whatever  they  do,  we  cannot  sit 
still,  and  see"  the  dear  Burmans, 
flesh  and  blood  like  ourselves,  and 
like  ourselves  possessed  of  immor- 
tal souls,  that  will  shine  forever  in 
heaven,  or  burn  forever  in  hell — 
we  cannot  see  them  go  down  to 
perdition,  without  doing  our  very 
Utmost  to  save  them.  And  thanks 
be  to  God,  our  labors  are  not  in 
vain.  We  have  three  lovely  chur- 
ches, and  about  two  hundred  bap- 
tized converts,  and  some  are  in  glo- 
ry. A  spirit  of  religious  inquiry 
is  extensively  spreading  through- 


out the  country,  and  the  signs  of 
the  times  indicate  that  the  great 
renovation  of  Burmah  is  drawing 
near.  Oh,  if  we  had  about  twen- 
ty more  versed  in  the  language, 
and  means  to  spread  schools,  and 
tracts,  and  Bibles,  to  any  extent, 
how  happy  T  should  be.  But  those 
rocks,  and  those  icy  mountains 
have  crushed  us  down  for  many 
years.  However,  I  mustnot  leave 
my  work  to  write  letters.  It  is 
seldom  that  I  write  a  letter  home, 
except  my  journal,  and  that  I  am 
obliged  to  do.  I  took  up  my  pen 
merely  to  acknowledge  your  kind- 
ness, and  behold  I  have  scratched 
out  a  long  letter,  which  1  hope  you 
will  excuse,  and  believe  me, 

In  haste,  your  affectionate  broth- 
er in  Christ,  A.  Judson, 

CAUSE  OF  MISSIONS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  first  Baptist 
church  and  congregation  of  Ro- 
chester, held  at  their  meeting  house 
on  Monday  evening,  Dec.  5, 1831, 
Dr.  Oliver  C.  Comstock  was  ap- 
pointed Chairman,  and  Myron 
Strong,  Secretary.  After  singing 
a  iMissionary  hymn,  and  several 
fervent  prayers  had  been  offered, 
the  following  resolutions,  having 
been  moved  and  seconded,  accom- 
panied with  appropriate  and  spirit- 
ed addresses,  were  passed  unani- 
mously. 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  consider 
the  late  intelligence  from  Burmah, 
a  loud  call  from  God  upon  the 
Baptist  churches  of  America,  to 
make  a  general  and  united  effort, 
in  order  to  send  a  large  reinforce- 
ment of  preachers  and  printers  of 
the  Word,  into  that  inviting  "field 
already  white  for  the  harvest." 

2.  Resolved,  That  we,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  church  and  con- 
gregation of  Rochester,  feeling 
an  ardent  desire  to  promote  the 
glory  of  our  Redeemer,  will  sup- 
port, under  the  patronage  of  the 
American  Baptist  Board  of  For- 
eign Missions,  one  missionary  in 
Burmah  ;  and  to  this  end  will 
make  liberal  sacrifices,  and  bring 
forward  our  "  gold,  frankincense 
and  myrrh." 
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3.  Having  thus  given  our  solemn 
pledge, 

Resolved,  That  we  afFectionate- 
ly  invite  our  sister  churches  of 
this  Association,  to  co-operate 
with  us,  and  also  send  forth  one 
or  more  missionaries  to  that  dark, 
benighted  land,  to  proclaim  the 
"  way  of  escape  from  an  eternal 
hell." 

4.  Whereas,  in  our  opinion,  the 
reason  that  so  little  has  been  done 
for  the  support  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Missions,  has  not  been  so 
much  for  want  of  means,  as  of 
some  system  that  will  secure  the 
regular  contributions  of  every  in- 
dividual member  of  the  church  ; 
and  inasmuch  as  it  is  better  to 
raise  a  smaller  sum  by  a  regular, 
systematic  course,  than  a  larger  by 
a  sudden  ebullition  of  feeling  ; — 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend 
to  every  lover  of  Christ,  to  give  in 
a  pledge  of  the  amount  he  or  she 
will  contribute  at  every  monthly 
concert  during  the  year  ;  and  that 
the  sum  so  raised  be  devoted  to 
foreign  and  domestic  missions,  as 
the  brethren  or  the  individual  may 
desire. 

5.  Resolved,  That  Brethren  O. 
C.  Comstock,  Zenas  Freeman,  and 
Myron  Strong,  be  a  Committee  to 
write  an  address  to  our  Baptist 
brethren  in  the  United  States,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  preceding  reso- 
lutions.—A^.  Y.  Bap.  Reg. 

These  worthy  and  spirited  resolutions 
are  thus  alluded  to  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  &c. 

Rochester,  Dec.  12,  1831. 
Very  dear  Brother  : — 

We  have  all  along  considered  the 
Burman  Mission  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude, and  especially  committed 
to  our  denomination  ;  but  the  re- 
cent advices  from  that  vast  and 
promising  field  of  benevolent  ex- 
ertion have  strongly  elicited  our 
attention  and  appealed  to  the  high- 
est symi)athies  of  our  hearts.  Our 
church,  with  means  rather  limited, 
and  still  somewhat  embarrassed, 
have  nevertheless  made  a  vigor- 
5 


ous  and  triumphant  effort  to  aid 
the  sacred  cause.* 

We  will  mention  another  en- 
couraging fact,  an  example  which 
we  hope  others  may  emulate 
and  nobly  excel.  A  few  months 
since,  a  few  of  the  children  of 
our  Sabbath  School,  whose  warm 
hearts  prompted  them  to  do 
something  for  the  Saviour,  form- 
ed themselves  into  a  Youth's 
Missionary  Society,  which  rejoiced 
our  hearts  much,  as  it  was  an  act 
of  their  own  accord.  On  hearing 
that  sisters  Wade  and  Bennett 
were  denying  themselves  of  the 
comforts  and  necessaries  of  life,  so 
as  to  support  a  native  missionary, 
they  resolved  to  raise  the  $30  need- 
ed, each  paying  a  penny  a  week, 
and  have  pledged  themselves  to  sup- 
port a  native  Missionary  in  Bur- 
mah.  The  pledge  will  be  redeem- 
ed. 

With  high  regard,  &c. 
O.  C.  Comstock, 
Z.  Freeman, 
Mtron  Strong, 


Commit- 
tee. 


It  would  afford  much  pleasure  to  give 
extracts  from  the  Address  published  by 
the  Church  in  the  N.  Y.  Baptist  Regis- 
ter, did  our  limits  permit. 

ENCOURAGING    PROSPECTS  FOR 
BURMAH. 

It  will  be  gratifying  to  all  the  frienda 
of  Missions  to  know  that  extraordinary 
efforts  are  making  by  the  Baptist  Gene- 
ral Convention,  to  supply  the  pressing 
demand  for  laborers  in  Burmah.  Three 
or  four  families,  it  is  expected,  will  go  out 
as  early  as  opportunity  shall  offer  in  the 
spring.  One  of  them  is  an  experienced 
printer,  who  will  take  with  him  a  third 
printing  press,  and  render  that  powerful 
department  of  Christian  effort  every  way 
adequate  to  the  present  exigencies  of  the 
country.  The  demand  is  increasing  for 
tracts,  portions  of  the  Scriptures,  &c.  and 
if  satisfied,  will  require  extensive  funds, 
which  it  is  believed  an  enlightened  pub- 
lic will  not  withhold.  The  Secretary  for 
foreign  correspondence  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  lately  addressed  the  lol- 
losving  Resolve  of  that  noble  Institution, 
to  the  Board  of  the  Convention. 

*Thc  amount  subscribed  is  500  dolls. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  Nov'^  10,  1831, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  Five 
Thousand  Dollars  be  a})propriated 
and  paid  within  the  ensuing  year, 
to  aid  the  "  Baptist  General  Con- 
vention of  the  United  States  for 
Foreign  Missions"  in  publishing 
the  Scriptures  in  the  Burmese  lan- 
guage. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JoHrj  Seward,  Rec.  Sec. 

The  truly  Christian  spirit  with  which 
this  generous  co-operation  was  proffered, 
will  be  seen  in  the  letter  which  accompa- 
nied the  Resolution. 

To  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
the  United  States,  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  great  pleas- 
ure in  being  the  organ  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  American  Bi- 
ble Society,  in  communicating  to 
you  the  foregoing  resolution  of 
that  body  : — 

Sincerely  praying  that  you  may 
be  greatly  blessed  in  your  work  of 
faith,   and  labor  of  love  among 
the  perishing  Heathen  of  Burmah. 
New  York,  Nov.  14,  1831. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  and  faithful 
brother  in  Christ, 

James  Milnor, 
Sec.  for  Foreign  Cor.  A.  B. 


AMERICAN  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION' 

The  American  Sunday  School  Union, 
it  will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter, 
have  made  a  donation  of  their  books  to 
our  Missionaries  in  India,  and  are  pur- 
posing enlarged  efforts  in  the  g:reat  work 
of  enlightening  and  saving  the  Hea- 
then, as  their  operations  advance. — 
We  hail  such  concerJ,  of  feeling  as  most 
auspicious  to  the  progress  of  the  king- 
dom of  Christ. 

American  S.  S.  Union. 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  29,  1831. 
Rev.  Dr.  Bolles  : 

Dear  Sir  : — The  American  Sun- 
day School  Union  have  granted  a 
set  of  their  Sunday  School  Books, 
as  a  donation  to  the  Burman  mis- 
sion. They  may  be  found  useful 
to  the  devoted  men  and  women 
who  labor  in  that  most  interesting 
mission,  either  for  their  own  peru- 
sal, or  for  translation;  audit  affords 


us  great  pleasure  to  have  it  in  our 
power  to  present  this  small  token 
of  our  high  esteem  for  the  individ- 
uals of  the  Mission,  and  confidence 
in  the  Board  who  direct  their  la- 
bors. 

I  hope  the  time  is  not  distant 
when  our  Union  will  be  able  to 
aid  in  the  preparation  and  circula- 
tion of  Juvenile  Books  at  our  for- 
eign missionary  stations,  and  thus 
contribute  something  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  education  among 
the  children  of  nations  which  wor- 
ship the  false  gods. 

I  am  most  truly  yours, 

Frederick  W.  Porter,  C.  S. 


OBITU.A.R7. 

DEATH     OF    DR.  SEMPLE, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  Dr. 

Cbapin. 
Rev.  and  dear  Sir, — 

It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to 
inform  you  of  the  death  of  our  vener- 
ated brother,  Robert  Baylor  Semple. 
He  died  last  Sabbath  morning,  about 
ten  o'clock,  aged  62,  and  in  the  forty- 
third  year  of  his  ministry.  He  was 
sick  about  six  days,  of  the  bilious 
pleurisy  fever.  From  the  first  attack 
he  was  confident  he  should  not  re- 
cover. He  possessed  his  mind  fully, 
and  manifested  an  ardent  desire  to 
depart,  and  be  with  Christ.  The 
evening  before  he  died,  he  roused 
up,  and  said,  "  Forty-two  years  ago 
this  evening,  I  preached  my  first  ser- 
mon;" and  exclaimed,  "I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished 
my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith, 
tVc."  His  death  will  be  much 
lamented  in  our  churches.  What  its 
influence  will  be  upon  the  future 
history  of  this  college,  time  must 
disclose.  It  has  occasioned  an  im- 
portant vacancy  in  our  Agency, 
and  in  our  Board  of  Trustees. 
(Whom  shall  we  find  to  fill  his 
place?)  Under  atfiictions  like  this, 
we  may  say,  "  Help,  Lord,  for  the 
godly  man  ceaseth  ;  for  the  faithful 
faileth  from  among  the  children  of 
men." 

I  am,  dear  brother, 
as  ever,  yours  in  Christ, 
S.  CHAPIN. 
College  Hill,  D.  C.  Dec.  27,  1831. 
Rev.  L.  BoLLEB. 
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ORI>II7A.TIOir. 

Augusta,  Geo.  Dec.  19,  1831. 
Rev.  and  dear  Sir, — 

It  becomes  my  pleasant  duty  to 
inform  you  of  the  ordmation  of  our 
br.  Simons,   which  took  place  yes- 
terday at  the  First  Baptist  church  in 
this  city,  of  which  I  have  the  happi- 
ness of  being  Pastor.    On  the  Sat- 
urday   night  previous,  br.  Simons 
preached  an  appropriate  and  accept- 
able discourse  on  the  subject  of  mis- 
sions from  Luke  vi.  31;  "  And  as  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  to  you, 
do  ye  also  to  them  likewise." — The 
Rev.  Jabez  P.  Marshall,  of  Colum- 
bia county,  Ga.  commenced  the  ordi- 
nation services  by  reading  a  suitable 
portion  of  scripture;  the  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Basil  Manly,  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  from  Acts  xxii.  21; 
"  And  he  said  unto  me,  depart;  for  I 
will  send  thee  far  hence  unto  the  Gen- 
tiles."   The  claims  of  missions  gen- 
erally, and  of  the  Burman  mission  in 
particular,  were  enforced  by  several 
important  considerations,  in  a  man- 
ner truly  affecting  and  impressive. 
The  pastor  then  read  a  letter  which 
had  been  furnished  br.  Simons  by  the 
Brookline    Baptist   church,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  now  holds  his 
membership,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  he  had  been  regularly  cal'ed  to 
ordination,    and    that    the  church 
approved  of  his  being  set  apart  as  a 
minister   and  missionary    by  their 
southern  brethren.      In  answer  to 
questions  which  were  then  proposed, 
br.  Simons  gave  an  interesting  and 
satisfactory  account  of  the  exercises 
of  his  mind  with  respect  to  the  gos- 
pel ministry,  and  particularly  with 
regard  to  missionary  service  amongst 
the  heathen,  and  in  the   same  con- 
nexion made  a  brief  statement  of  his 
views  as  to  the  fundamental  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel.    Rev.  Joseph 
B.  Cook,  of  Sumter  District,  S.  C. 
then  made  the  ordaining  prayer,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  goodly  number  of 
ministering  brethren,    whose  hearts 
seemed  to  be  deeply  and  solemnly  im- 
pressed, clustered  around,  and  united 
in  the  imposition  of  hands. — From  a 
part  of  the  two  first  verses  of  the  4th 
chapter  of  2  Timothy,  our  venerable 
father  Mercer  delivered    a  short, 
though    appropriate    and  paternal 
charge.    Rev.  Jesse  Hartwell,  one  of 


the  Professors  in  the  Furman  Acade- 
my, presented  the  Bible,  and  in  doing 
so.  recommended  that  blessed  book 
to  the  notice  of  his  brother,  as  that 
by  which  he  must  assail  the  abom- 
inations of  heathenism,  and  from 
which  his  own  soul  was  to  derive 
needful  supplies  of  wisdom,  comfort, 
courage  and  patience.  Rev.  Josiah 
S.  Law,  of  Sunbury,  Ga.  gave  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  in  a 
few  accompanying  remarks  made  a 
feeling  and  happy  allusion  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  himself  and  brother 
Simons  had,  in  time  past,  been  asso- 
ciiited  together  as  fellow  students, and 
that  two  others  of  their  fellow  students 
Mason  and  Jones,  were  now  in  Bur- 
mah.  After  brother  Law  had  finish- 
ed his  remarks,  the  ministering  breth- 
ren present,  all  advanced  and  gave 
the  right  hand  as  a  token  of  their 
affection,  fellowship,  and  christian 
regard.  The  Rev.  Luther  Rice 
made  a  short  address  to  the  congre- 
gation, and  read  the  following  hymn, 
composed  for  the  occasion,  which 
was  then  sung: 

Hark!  from  Burmah's  darkened  shore. 
Sounds  the  Macedonian  cry; 
Dying  pagans  help  implore; 
"  Help,  O  help  us,  ere  we  die! 

Give  us  all  the  sacred  word, 
♦'Teachers  too  our  feet  to  guide; 
*'  Point  us  to  the  only  Lord, 
*'  Who  for  guilty  rebels  died." 

Hark!  another  sad  complaint; 
Burmah's  teachers  raise  the  cry  ; 
"  >end  us  helpers    we  are  faint — 
"  Some  are  gone,  and  soon  we  die. 

"  See,  the  spreading  harvest  stands 
"  Waving;  in  the  spit  its  breeze, 
*'  Ripened  for  the  reapers'  hands: 
"  Saints  of  God  the  sickle  seize." 

Hark!  a  brother's  voice  replies  ; 
"  Burmah's  sorrows  touch  my  breast; 
•»  Let  me  point  those  darkened  eyes 
"  To  the  realms  of  endless  rest. 

♦<  Love  compels  me  there  to  dwell, 
"  There  to  spend  my  fleeting  breath  ; 
«'  Joys  of  sense,  farewell,  farewell! 
<'  Welcome  sorrow,  hardship,  death." 

Brother,  fly  to  Burmah's  shore, 
Guide  the  wanderer  to  the  skies  ; 
When  the  toils  of  life  are  o'er 
May  you  seize  the  heaTenly  prize. 
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The  pastor  then  dismissed  the  con-' 
gregation  with  the  christian  benedic* 
tion,  after  which  a  collection  for  the 
Biirman  mission  was  taken  up  at  the 
doors,  which,  with  some  small  addi- 
tions afterwards  made,  amounted  to 
^173. 

Tlie  whole  scene  was  peculiarly  af- 
fecting, solemn  and  impressive.  It 
was  contemplated  by  a  large  congre- 
gation with  thrilling  interest,  and  was 
no  doubt  surveyed  by  saints  and  an- 
gels in  glory,  with  holy  and  exalted 
delight.  Might  not  the  glorified 
spirits  of  Colman,  Wheelock,  Price, 
Mrs.  Judson  and  Boardman,  have 
been  looking  down  upon  us,  nay, 
have  mingled  with  us,  uniting  in  our 
songs,  and  participating  in  our  joys. — 
We  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  gratitude 
and  praise,  that  the  ordination  of  a 
Foreign  Missionary  has  been  permit- 
ted in  the  orderings  of  divine  Provi- 
dence, to  take  place  amongst  us. — 
Impressions  have  been  made  upon 
the  minds  of  many  which  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten.  We  hope  that 
the  exercises  of  the  occasion  will 
lead  to  the  happy  result  of  exciting 
new  zeal  in  many  of  the  southern 
churches,  and  leading  to  more  vigor- 
ous and  successful  elforts  in  the  mis- 
sionary cause. 

The  Baptist  interest  at  the  south  is 
wide  spread  and  deeply  rooted.  The 
churches,  as  you  probably  know,  em- 
brace a  large  number  of  men  of 
wealth,  education  and  influence.  In 
the  late  wonderful  revivals  of  reli- 
gion, with  which  our  southern  land 
has  been  blessed,  they  have  received 
large  and  valuable  accessions,  and 
the  standard  of  piety  has  been  much 
elevated.  When  thejr  energies  shall 
be  fully  developed  and  properly  di- 
rected, and  this  result  we  anticipate 
with  delightful  assurance,  they  will 
exert  a  highly  dignified  instrumentali- 
ty in  spreading  the  glorious  gospel  of 
the  blessed  God.  It  must  be  regard- 
ed as  a  coincidence  peculiarly  provi- 
dential and  encouraging,  that  whilst 
we  are  sending  out  one  of  our  south- 
ern brethren  to  Burmah,  a  Presbyte- 


rian brother  in  South  Ciaroliha,  as  t 
have  been  recently  informed,  is  about 
to  go  as  a  missionary  to  fiombay> 
having  been  approved  of  by  the  Board 
of  CommisBioners.  Is  not  the  hand 
of  the  Lord  in  this  ?  May  we  not  see 
in  this  the  pledge  and  forerunner  of 
a  deep,  powerful  and  wide-spread 
missionary  movement  amongst  us  ? 
It  must  be  so.  There  is  too  much 
piety  and  zeal  in  our  churches  to 
allow  them  to  give  up  the  exalted 
honor  and  privilege  of  doing  some- 
thing, of  doing  much,  towards  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  solemn  injunctions 
of  the  Saviour,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature."  We  cannot  believe  that 
God  meditates  against  us  so  great  a 
curse,  as  to  allow  us  to  withhold 
our  efficient  aid  from  a  cause  so 
glorious.  We  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  many  of  our  young  men 
shall  be  laboring  in  Burmah,  and 
other  heathen  lands. 

Brother  Simons  has  been  advised 
hy  us  to  remain  for  a  time  at  the 
south,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the 
churches,  and  endeavoring  to  excite  a 
greater  measure  of  interest  in  behalf 
of  the  Burman  mission  and  the  mis- 
sionary cause  generally.  He  purpo- 
ses returning  to  the  north  in  time  to 
attend  the  Triennial  meeting  of  the 
convention,  unless  the  Board  should 
desire  him  to  return  sooner;  in  that 
case  they  will  of  course  make  known 
their  wishes  in  due  time.  Arrange- 
ments will  be  made  amongst  us  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  brother  Si- 
mons' outfit. 

1  ought  to  have  observed,  that 
in  connexion  with  the  ordination  of 
brother  Simons,  we  held  a  protracted 
meeting,  during  which  there  was 
much  faithful  preaching,  considera- 
ble seriousness  and  solemnity,  and 
many  prayers  offered  up  for  our  dear 
brother,  for  Burmah,  and  for  the 
heathen  in  all  lands. 

Yours  in  the  bonds  of  the  ever- 
lasting gospel, 

C.  D.  MALLARY. 


Note. — It  is  proper  to  say  to  our  readers,  the  Board  of  Missions  has  entered  info 
a  new  arrangement  for  the  printing  of  the  Magazine,  on  account  of  which,  the  pub- 
lication of  the  present  No.  is  unavoidably  later  than  usual.  The  future  numbers  will 
be  issued  with  punctuality. 

The  account  of  monies  received  for  foreign  Missions,  will  appear  in  the  next  No. 
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